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will allow me to say a word in reference to that Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. There are certainly 
naint some additional guards which [ hope will be put 
* Mr. PRESTON yielded the floor. upon the custom-house bill when it comes up, if 
Mr. BRECKINRILVGE. The Committee of || it is to be passed; but I do not think those guards 


, 
: t 
Wavs and Means, Mr. Chairman, can make no 


to pass the custom-house or any other bill, 


piedye 
it— — 
Mr. PRESTON. I understand the point my 
-olleague would make, and | cannot give way 
further. I desire in this matter nothing more than 
that the original motion of the gentleman from 
Kentucky {[Mr. Breckinrivce] shall be carried 
‘nto effect. It will be recollected that my col- 
leavue endeavored to have these two bills sent to 
the committee as a joint report, but that they were 


separate d by the objection of a me uber of this 
House; and it seems to me no more than fair that 
the Committee of Ways and Means should now 
remedy, as far as they can, the failure made by 
them when the bills were reported 

Why, then, did not the Committee of Ways 
and Means move to bring up the custom-house 
bill first, and pass it, and then proceed with the 
leficiency bill? Since they made a blunder in the 
fret instance, in not making a joint report of the 
sills, as they intended, why did they not remedy 

in that way? Gentlemen tell us that the other 
bill will be taken up when this is disposed of. 1 
do not doubt that my colleague (Mr. Breckin- 
ripce} will be for taking it up, for | know that he 
is true to his word when he gives it. But why 
are we to wait till that time? Simply to gratify a 

ice of the Committee of Ways and Means. 

W hy, sir, if any instruction was given by the 
House to that committee, it was to report back 
these appropriations for custom-houses, which, 
after being fully discussed seriatim in Committee 
of the Whole, were severally engrafted on the bill, 
and afterwards confirmed by the House by the 
veas and nays when the bill was reported back to 
the House. Now, we can report this bill before 
the adjournment this afternoon. The gentleman 
has the power to pass the bills this afternoon, in 
my belief, exactly in the shape in which the Dem- 
ocratic majority of this House endeavored to 
obtain it by reconsiderations, and every other 
legislative means, after the former bill fell. 

here is no substantial reason that has yet been 
urged upon this floor against the utility of the 
construction of these custom-houses, or against 
the appropriation of the sums asked for by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and there is no parlia- 
mentary impropriety in uniting the two bills, and 
letting them pass as former deficiency bills have 
passed, 

‘The question was then taken on Mr. Perains’s 
amendment to the amendment, and it was re- 
yé ‘ted. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I do not intend to 
consume the time of the committee. I think that 
the views of the committee which I have the honor 
to represent, as well as my own views, have been 
sufficiently explained. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Kentucky propose an amendment? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, I moveto reduce the 
appropriation for the custom-house at St. Louis 
ten dollars. 

My colleague [Mr. Presron] says that it is in 
my power, or in the power of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, to pass this bill before the 
House adjourns. I suppose he means, by accept- 
ing his proposition to put the custom-houses into 
the deficiency bill as we have reported it. Sir, we 
take different views of this subject. He is a friend 
of these appropriations, and so am I; but I take a 
different view of the subject. [am obliged to do 
it, because | am admonished by the fate of the 
former bill, which was matured in the exact form 
in which he proposes now to mature this one, and 
which was defeated, not by a tie vote, but by a 
vote of nearly two to one 
__Mr. PRESTON. I would ask the gentleman 
if there are not guards thrown around the expend- 
iture of the appropriations by this amendment 
which were not in the former bill, and the absence 
of which, I think, contributed to its defeat? 
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would have changed any vote in the House on the 
former deficiency bill. 

if the Committee of Ways t 
structed in anything, it was not to bring right back 
to this House the bill which had been rejected by 
an overwhelming vote: and they would have 


n ! Means were in- 


justly 


subjected themselves to the censure of the House 
if they had thrown back in its face that bill which 
had just been defeated by a vote so decisive and 
overwhelming. y 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. With the 
permission, | will make a suggestion 
to him. If he will move to lay aside the present 


centleman’s 


bill for a few moments, and to take up the other 
ill which has been reported, I think thatall diffi- 
ilty will be avoided. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 

pose that [ would have the face to get up before 
this body and ask it to lay aside the general d 
ciency appropriation bill to take up an independ- 
ent bill, containing appropriations for a few places ? 





Does anybody sup- 


defi- 


I say, with great respect for the gentleman, that 
the committee would laugh at the proposition. 
They would not think of accepting it. 

Mr. STANTON. I think thatt 
would accept it without hesitation. 

[Cries of ** Make the motion!” ** Try it! 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I will not make the 
motion. The time is past when | could make any 
change in the line of policy which the Committee 
of Ways and Means have thought it their duty to 
adopt. I must adhere to it. 

Mr. OLIVER, of Missouri. I will, with the 
gentleman’s permission, ask him a question. | 
understood him, on yesterday, to remark that he 
had no doubt that there was a majority of the 
body in favor of the passage of a bill making ap- 
propriations for custom-houses. 

Mr BRECKINRIDGE. Ido believe there is 
a majority in favor of it. 

Mr. OLIVER. Then, if the gentleman so be- 
lieves, let me ask him why he objects to connect- 
ing them with the ordinary appropriations ? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I will answer the 
gentleman by referring him to my remarks made 
to the committee yesterday. 

Mr. OLIVER. If there are a majority in favor 
of the custom-house appropriations, then, by put- 
ting them in the deficiency bill, there will sul 
a majority in their favor. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I understand the 
gentleman’s question. I will briefly answer him, 
that a majority was indicated in favor of the cus- 
tom-house appropriations before on a separate 
vote; but a majority was indicated against the bill 
which contained those appropriations with others; 
and | am admonished by the action of the House 
that a majority will be found against such a bill 
again, though I believe a majority is in favor of 
the custom-houses in a separate bill. The gen- 
tleman can easily understand how it may be, by 
the peculiar combinations and coalitions which, 
unhappily, often take place here, that a majority 
may be found for a variety of propositions, inde- 
pendent one of another, though they may all fail 
when in a lump; and this was signally illustrated 
in the fate of the former deficiency bill. I can 
make no change, sir. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I rise, Mr. Chairman, to op- 
pose the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Kentucky. My friends from Tennessee and Mis- 
souri [Mr. Sranron and Mr. Benton] desire to 
narrow this question down to a single point; and 
that is, whether these buildings are to be built fire- 
proof or not, and there fore they desire to put those 
who voted against the custom-house appropria- 
tions in the predicament of wanting the Govern- 
ment to have buildings for those important pur- 
poses which were not fire-proof. Now I think 
that I can satisfy these centiemen themselves that 
they have done injustice to those who voted against 
the appropriations for custom-houses; and in order 


e committee 


” 


, 


| to do it, I need only refer to the speech which was 


| 
hk 
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made by a member of the Committee of Ways 
und Means [Mr. Breckinrwee) when this ques- 

n was up before. What was that speech? 
Why, sir, that there had been appropriations 
made for the construction of the custom-house at 
Louisville to the amount of $174,892: that $16,000 
of it had been laid out for the put use Of a site, 
and that $6,000 was used for the purpose of exca- 
vation, thus leaving $155,892 to be em) loved in 
Why, forone 


tatement of the 


finishing a custom-house—for who? 


surveyor, and, according to the 
gentleman from Kentucky, {[Mr.Sranron,] thirty- 
two clerks of the post office department 


Now, so far from this being 


i que tion whether 


the buildings shall be fire-proof or not, it is, | ap- 
prehend, whether you shall have substantial build 


ings for the use of the public officers, such as will 
meet with the wishes of the people of the country 


: * : ’ 
or whether you shal have those merely for the 


purposes of ornament to the cities in which they 
are situated. Now, Mr. Chairman, can it be pos- 
le that any man in the wor !, who has the 
slightest acquaintance with architecture, can be- 
lieve for a moment, that a house cannot be built 
pertec lv fire | roof for $155,000, after the site was 
purcna ed, and after the excavations were made 
1 apprehend that no architect would venture on 
ich an opinion as that. But it is said here, that 


vuildine was commenced by the directions of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and that, therefore, 
Congress must carry it out. Why, sir, the gen- 
tleman who presente 1 the bill from he Committee 
of Ways and Means made a ve ry different 
ment, : 


stalte- 
The excavations were made, but the erec- 
tion of the building was not commenced, and there- 
go on and erect it with 


the $155,000, the amount of the original appro- 


fore they have a right to 


priation, and the building to be constructed at that 
cost will answer all the purposes for which it was 
intended. 

Sir, | humbly apprehend that such a building 
can be constructed with the original appropriation, 
and for that reason I voted against this additional 
appropriation. And I also apprehend that the 
same reason will apply to every other appropria- 
tion of the same sort. I was a little astonished 
that my friend from Ohio {[Mr. Disney] should 
have indulged in the course of remarks which he 
pursued, Why is it that upon all occasions we 
should have these appeals made to the North, or 
to the South, or to the East, or to the West? 
Why does any gentleman—particularly one so 
national in his views as I know the gentleman 
from Ohio to be—charge other gentlemen on this 
floor, who may have voted differently from him, 
with doing so because they entertained hostility to 
I assure the gentleman [Mr. 
Disney] that I am actuated by no such feeling, 
I entertain no such he stility to the western, or any 
other section of the country. I would have voted 
against this appropriation had it been for the East, 
as I did while it was forthe West. In matters of 
that sort—I will not use the words of a most dis- 
tinguished gentleman who knew no differences in 
country—I say, I know no difference in the differ- 
ent sections of this Union upon a quesiion of this 
sort. 

Sir, I was struck by two other remarks—one 
made by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
SranTon,] and the other made by the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Disney.] Both these gentlemen 
seemed to think differently, and both ascribed dif- 
ferent reasons for increasing the expenditures in 
the building of these custom-houses and marine 
hospitals. Oneof these gentlemen, the gentleman 
from Ohio, said that the increased expenditure 
was in consequence of the increased price of pro- 
visions; the other, the gentleman from Kentucky, 
who seems to be laboring under a kind of mania 
—if he will allow me to say so—on the subject 
of public buildings, especially those which are 
under the charge of military officers, charges that 
the increased expenditure is owing to the change 
of site and change of materials that was made 
from the original contract; and for the purpose of 
illustrating his position more clearly, he reasserted 
to-day what he has asserted here time and again, 


western interests: 
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and which I had not before the opportunity of con- 
tradicting: he asserted that the changes in respect 
to the Capitol extension had cost the Government 
& 700 O00. 

Mr. STANTON, (interrupting.) No; I merely 


vid that it would ulumately cost that additional 


int | desire to correct a statement—— 
Mr. CRAIGE, The gentleman from Kentucky 
will have time to do so on another occasion, for 


he introduced a resolution referring that matter to 
one of the st inding committees at the commence- 
ment of the session. ‘The gentleman even raised 
elect committee on the subject, and when they 
report hecan make a full explanation. I think the 
rentleman should have waited till then. I think 
it was but fair he should have waited to see the 
reports of these committees of investigation before 
he made this gratuitous assertion. Heshould have 
waited either for the report on the subject from 
the regular Committee on Public Buildings and 
(yrounds, or from the committee which he him- 
lf rnised. Let them report on the subject, so 
the House may have the facts and figures 
upon which to form their opinions. 

lt flere the hammer fell. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now is on 
the amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. HIESTER,. I move that the committee 
do now rise 

The motion was put; and was not avreed to. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
to the amendment; which was not agreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Chairman, I move 
to reduce the appropriations to Loutsville and St. 
Louis five dollars; and I do so simply for the pur- 
pose of having an opportunity to make a remark 
or two on this subject. 

I voted for these custom-houses when the defi- 
ciency bill was before the House on a former oc- 
casion. L believe they are necessary for the public 
rood; but, nevertheless, [ am not disposed to sus- 
tain this class of improvements, which are calcu- 
lated to promote the commercial interests of this 
nation, unless we can have some guarantee that 
the attention of the legislators of the country will 
be turned to some other great national interest. 

Now, sir, lam a Whig, [laughter,] and I be- 
lieve in sustaining, by legislative acts, all the great 
and varied national interests of this country, of 
which L admit commerce to be an important one. 
I believe in promoting that other great interest, 
acriculture. Ll am in favor of legislating a little 
for the country as well as for the town. It was 
once said by some author, I do not recollect 
who- ’ 

{A Voice Cowper. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. That **God made the 
country, and man made the town.’’ 

{A Voice. That was not Cowper. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Andtheschool-boy, when 
he was reciting it, madea slight mistake, and said: 
‘* God made the country, and the devil, made the 
town.’”’ 

Now, sir, Ido not know but there was some 
force in that mistake of the school-boy. At all 
events, | come here representing a rural district— 
a constituency which has no direct interest in any 
of these custom-house appropriations—in any of 
these projects to Improve the country. Their in- 


terest is all indirect. They have never asked for | 


them at the hands of Congress, and probably | 


never will. Well, I find every year, when I come 
here, that in this deficiency bill large appropri- 


ations are proposed for these city improvements. | 
1 do not see that they in any way directly interest 


the inland States. Notat all; and, in fact, | doubt 
whether this whole matter of having a deficiency 


bill is not all wrong. Congress makes an appro- | 
priation for a particular purpose, and the Depart- | 


ments go on and make the expenditure of the 
amount voted, and then come in and ask for more, 
under a deficiency bill. It is time, [ think, that 
the whole system should be changed, and that the 
Departments should be given to understand that 


they have no power to do in these matters only | 


what Congress has authorized them to do. 

Now, sir, it has been suggested that this bilil 
might be laid aside for the purpose of taking up 
the separate bill reported from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, making appropriations for the 
completion of these buildings. I should like, be- 
fore either of the bills are acted upon, to have an 


and in reference to that great system by which it 
is proposed to facilitate and promote the agricul- 
tural iterests of this country. I want to see some 
test vote taken, by which it will be made to appear 
that the interests of the farmer are legislated for as 
well as the interests of the merchant. 

lt is a very convenient thing, | know, to have 
an elegant court-room in Cincinnati, and at Mo- 
bile. It may be very proper to have elegant and 
finely-carpeted rooms, where members of the bar 
can sit at their ease, and try their causes; bat, sir, 
it would also bea very comfortable thing for the 
farmers of the great Northwest to have railroads 
upon which they may transport their products to 
market. It is a very inconvenient thing, very in- 
convenient indeed, for the farmers out there to 
be stuck in the mud with their load of potatoes, 
and when they come here and ask for an appro- 
priation for the pur 
of their rivers, and removing obstructions in thei 
thorough fares—— 


pose of taking the snags out 


| Elere the hammer fell. ] 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I am will- 
ing to refrain from speaking, and to stay here and 
dispose of this bill to-night; but I think L oughtto 
say, nevertheless, that lam opposed to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Camp- 
peLL.| ‘The great trouble with us is, that we have 
too much distrust for each other. One side is 
afraid that the other will not play fair in the end. 
1 believe that the honorable gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. BreckinrinGe] will move, when this 
billis disposed of, that the House resolve itselfinto 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and endeavor to take up and pass the cus- 
tom-house and marine hospital bill in good faith. 
But what guarantee have I, when that bill comes 
before the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, that it will not be loaded down with 
amendments, as the Minnesota bill was the other 
day. Suppose some good Whig, who believes it 
his duty to carry out his creed whenever he can, 
should move to amend the bill by adding some ar- 
ticle of the Whig platform upon it; what guarantee 
have I that some of my Democratic friends, who 
are anxious to defeat the bill, and thinking that the 
means will justify the end, will not, for the time 
being, vote to incorporate into the bill a National 
bank, or the distribution of the proceeds of the 
public lands; and then, when the bill comes into 
the House, our Whig friends will stand true, of 
course, and our Democratic friends upon this side 
of the House will desert their new allies, as they 
did upon the Minnesota bill? But where will be 
our custom-houses and our hospitals? I think 


the fairest thing we can do in this matter is to stand | 
side by side in favor of all the estimates, as the Sec- 


retary of the ‘Treasury wants us to do. Let there 


be no division in the Democratic ranks on this | 


amendment! [Laughter.] Let the President of the 
United States, the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
the Committee of Ways and Means, all stand to- 


gether; and then let the Democratic members of | 
the House of Representatives back up the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means, when they back up | 


the President and his Secrctary of the Treasury. 
[Laughter.] I hope there will be no division in 
the party to-day. 


ldo not want it said that this Administration | 
| is a picayune concern, and that it dare not com- | 
plete the custom-houses that Whigs began; that | 
it dare not complete the hospitals to protect our | 
sick sailors, that the Whigs began. Are marine | 
hospitals incomplete, and custom-houses also | 


incomplete, to stand as monuments of the mean- 


ness of the Democratic party? No,air. I donot | 
belong to any such party. I am for aiding them | 
more than the Whigs ever did. I am far from | 
withholding money for appropriations of this kind. 


I am in favor of voting it out liberally. The 


people will never ask how much money you have | 


expended, but what have you done with it? If 
you have used it to a good purpose, they will 


they will condemn you, however small the sum. 
If our friends will stand by the bill, we will put 
the appropriations for marine hospitals and cus- 
tom-houses together, and pass them all; and, be- 
fore the sun goes down, we will pass the bill if 
the House will only consent to remain in session. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

The question was taken; and the amendment to 


expression of the sentiment of this House in rela- |, the amendment was not agreed to. 


tion to the improvement of our rivers and harbors, || 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I move to increase 


OBE. 
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the appropriation for the custom-house at Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, $5,000, 

Mr. Chairman, I have listened very attentively 
to the explanation made by the honorable centic- 
man from Kentucky who represents the Commi. 
tee of Ways and Means upon this measure; and 
for the life of me, | was not able to hear a single 
reason given why, if there is a single deficien: y 
which should be supplied by the provisions of this 
bill, those for custom-houses and marine hospi- 
a should not also be provided for by the same 
Di. 

Now, sir, the Committee of Ways and Means 
come here and ask us to support the bill under 
consideration. Well, sir, | expect to vote forthe 
bill, even if the amendment of the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Preston} should not prevail. | 
am for making the proper provisions for earrying 
on the machinery of Government, whether directed 
by a Whig or Democratic Administration. But 
we are asked to place in this bill an appropriation 
of $530,000, which, in my humble judgment, is not 
a deficiency at all, for the purchase of a site for 
an assay office in New York. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I rise to a question of or- 
der 

Mr. TAYLOR, I cannot give way. It must 
certainly be in order to reply to the arguments of 
a member of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
to which no objection was made. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I insist upon my point of 
order. It is that the gentleman from Ohio is not 
confining his remarks to the explanation of his 
amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot tell 
what application the gentleman will make of his 
remarks until he has been heard further. 

Mr. TAYLOR. lf the gentleman had waited 
a little he would have seen that my remarks were 
applicable to the amendment | have offered. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio 
must confine himself strictly to the explanation of 
his amendment. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Solintendtodo. Ifthe Dem- 
ocratic members of this House believed their Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, as I believe him, when he 
says that these are deficiencies 

Mr. HIBBARD. Has the Chair decided my 
question of order? I submit that the gentleman’s 
remarks are irrelevant to the amendment he has 
submitted. He proposes to increase the appro- 
priation contained in the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky for the custom-house at Cin- 
cinnati $5,000. I ask that the Chair shall decide 
the question of order. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I am endeavoring to show 
that the appropriation for which I ask is a defi- 
ciency, according to the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot tell 
what application the gentleman from Ohio will 
make of his remarks to the amendment he has 
offered, and therefore cannot decide him to be out 
of order. The gentleman from Ohio will proceed 
in order. 

Mr. TAYLOR. What I am endeavoring to 
show is, that these appropriations for the com- 
pletion of custom-houses and marine hospitals are 
deficiencies, that they are as such recommended 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, and as such 
properly belong to adeficiency bill. And now for 
the proof. 

I have before me a communication sent to the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, dated January 
| 3, 1854, in which the custom-housesat Cincinnati, 
Mobile, St. Louis, and the others provided for in 
this amendment, are particularly noted; and the 
report shows conclusively, not only the fact that 
deficiencies do exist, but also shows the importance 
of making these appropriations upon the part of 
| Congress. I will read to the committee what the 








; ; , | Secretary of the Treasury says in reference to the 
sustain you; but if you have used it wrongfully, | ; 


custom-house at Mobile: 


*¢ The Department considered that true economy required 
that a further appropriation of $65,000, to carry out the 
original design, should be made; and consequently made 
the estimates therefor, feeling assured that when the facts 
were brought to the attention of Congress its necessily 
would be seen, and the appropriation made.”’ 


Can words show more palpably the existence 

of a deficiency in this case, than does this report 

|, of the Secretary of the Treasury? No, sir; in my 
,, humble judgment, the whole question resolves it- 


ere 








1854. 


self into this: Will you believe the Secretary of 
the Treasury, when he says that the appropria- 
tions for which he asks to complete the custom- 
houses and marine hospitals are deficiencies, or 
will you believe the majority of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, who with the same light you 
yourselves possess come here and tell you they 
are not? The Secretary of the Treasury says 
they are; and the majority of this House, as re- 
cards every item contained in the amendment of 
the gentleman from Kentucky, have expressed 
the deliberate opinion that they are; and yet we 
are asked to reverse the former position of the 
House, expressed by repeated votes, and to reject 
this amendment, because the Committee of Ways 
and Means think the appropriations are not defi- 
ciencies. Now, I say to the members of this com- 
mittee, that] believe they will never get adollar for 
one of these custom-houses and marine hospitals 
if this bill passes, and does not contain these ap- 
ropriations. I differ with the gentleman from 
fr samen {[Mr. Breceineivce.} It is not thede- 
-to give a dollar for any such: purpose, if 
the bill now under consideration passes. 

Mr. OLIVER, of Missouri. I think, sir, that 
Iam as sincere a friend to river and harbor im- 
provements as my honorable friend from Ohio, 
(Mr. Campsect.] I nevertheless favor appropri- 
ations for custom-houses. 

It does appear to me remarkably strange, that 


sign ever tu 


after the Secretary of the Treasury—of a Demo- | 


cratic Administration too; and if the Democrats.are 
distifiguished for any one thing above another, it 
is for an economical administration of the Gov- 
ernment—that after a Democratic Secretary of the 
Treasury, in pursuance of law, and in obedience to 
his duty, has recommended to this House these ap- 
propriations for the completion of custom-houses, 
gentiemen should rise here and denounce him and 
charge him with the wildest extravagance. I say 
to the Democracy in this Hall: if you choose to do 
so, do it—denounce your Democratic Administra- 
tion as extravagant. But they have been invested 
by law with the duty of recommending these esti- 
mates and these appropriations, and why should 
we not adopt them? 

Sir, the gentlemen who oppose these appropri- 
ations have not furnished the House with one sol- 
itary reason, one argument, one fact, one particle 
of proof,to show that they are extravagant and 
unnecessary. 


W hat is the history of this matter? Why,sir, a | 


few weeks ago this deficiency bill was under con- 
sideration in the House, and amendments making 
appropriations for every one of these custom- 
houses were adopted. After those amendments 


wereadopted it was proposed to scuttle the whole |! 


bill, and forsake it. Itwasdone. The bill was then 


rereferred to the Committee of Ways and Means; | 


and that committee reported back two bills instead 


of one. The honorable gentleman from Kentucky | 


{[Mr. Brecktwripce] opposes the union of the 
two bills, because he says he thinks that, while 
they may pass separately, they cannot pass uni- 
tedly. | would ask the honorable gentleman what 
he means by such a statement as that? If these 
appropriations for custom-houses have friends 
enough upon this floor to pass them separately, 
the ordinary appropriations surely have friends 
enough. If, then, they are united, does it neces- 
sarily follow that they will be defeated? I would 
like the gentleman to answer that question. It 
cannot be answered in the affirmative consistently 
with reason and with sound logic. If these appro- 
priations have friends enough to carry them sep- 
arately, and the ordinary appropriations to carry 
on the Government have friends enough, surely 
if they are united they will all pass. Ah, sir, 
there is a trick in it. 
trick of the gentleman from Kentucky, but it sig- 
nifies something. Let this bill containing the or- 
dinary appropriations pass, and then, in my opin- 
ion, these custom-houses may whistle. [A laugh.} 
I appeal to the friends of the custom-houses—I ap- 
peal to you who represent States which are inter- 
ested in these custom-houses—not to be caught by 
any such trick, or in any such trap. ‘ 
part, if gentlemen will not allow them to 
I will vote against the whole of them. 
Ihe Secretary of the Treasury has reported 
these appropriations as deficiencies. It is upon 


the same responsibility that he has recommended | 


to this body appropriations 


for other purposes. 
[Here the hammer fell.] — 





Ido not say that it is a! 


For a 
be united, 
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Mr. LETCHER. 
do now rise. 

The question was then taken, and the motion 
was agreed to; there being, on a division—ayes 
98, noes 41. 

The committee thereupon rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the Chairman [Mr. 
CHANDLER] reported that the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union had had under 
their consideration the Union generally, and es- 
pecially House bill (No. 271) entitled **A bill to 
supply the deficiencies in the appropriation for 
the service of the fiscal year ending 30th June, 
1854,”’ and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Thereupon the House (at forty-five minutes 
past three o’clock, p. m.) adjourned tll to-mor- 
row at twelve o’clock, m. 


I move that the committee 
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Prayer 
After which the rever- 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Henry Suicer. 
end gentleman said: 

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: At 
the suggestion of members of your own body, 
and by leave of the honorable Speaker, | have 
the pleasure to announce that Rev. Dr. Duff, of 
the Free Church of Scotland, long a missionary 
at Calcutta, will occupy this desk Sabbath morn- 
ing next, ateleven o’clock. In the present condi- 
tion of my health, it is very gratifying to me to 
be able to have so talented and exceilent a substi- 
tute as the Reverend Doctor. Weshall be happy 
to see the members of this House present on that 
occasion. 

The Journal of yesterday was then read and 
approved. 


ARRIVALS IN THE UNITED STATES. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the State Department, transmit- 
ting, agreeably to the act of Congress of March, 
1819, regulating the passenger ships and vessels, 
the annual statement of the number and designa- 
tion of passengers arriving in the United States 
by sea from foreign countries during the year 
ending December 31, 1853, compiled from returns 
made to the Department by the collectors of cus- 
toms. 

On motion by Mr. HAVEN, it was laid upon 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

MOBILE HARBOR. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I ask leave to present to the 
House the joint resolutions of the Legislature of 
| the State of Alabama, relating to the improvement 

of the harbor of Mobile. As they are lengthy, | 
shall not ask for their reading. 1 move that they 
be referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

“The SPEAKER laid before the House Senate 
bill No. 151, entitled ** An act for the relief of 
George G. Bishop, and the legal representatives 
of John Arnold, deceased.”’ 

Mr. CLINGMAN. How does that bill come 
before us for consideration? Does it come under 
the order in relation to private bills? 

The SPEAKER. This is private bill day. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I think that we had better 
finish the deficiency bill to-day. I intended to 

| have made the motion that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. It is in order on Fridays and 
Saturdays to lay before the House the private bills 
on the table from the Senate. 

Mr. EDGERTON. All the private bills on the 
table from the Senate had better be laid before us, 
and referred to the standing committees this 
morning. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. My friend from Ohio 
[Mr. Epcerron] feels it to be his duty to submit 
a motion that the House resolve itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Calen- 
dar; but | do not think that he is unwilling that 
we should go into the Committee of the Whole on 

{| the state of the Union, to finish the deficiency bill 
ll we took up yesterday. If it be in order, as we 
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are half through with it, I will move that the 
House do now resolve itself into the Committe of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. Will the g@atle- 
man from Kentucky [Mr. Breckwwames] be kind 
enough to withdraw his motion for a moment? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Gertainly, sir. 

Mr. JONES. Then I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to makea personal explanation. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I object. 

Mr. JONES. I regret exceedingly that any- 
thing should have occurred in this House—— 

The SPEAKER, (interposing.) Objection has 
been made. Does the gentleman from Ohio [Mr, 
Epcerton] withdraw his objection ? 

Mr. EDGERTON, If it is a privileged ques- 
tion that the gentleman desires to make | am will- 
ing to do 80. 

rhe SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Louis- 
iana asks the unanimous consent of the House to 
make a personal explanation, The Chair cannot 
determine whether that explanation contains priv- 
ileved matter or not. 

Mr. EDGERTON, 
jection. 

The SPEAKER. Objection being withdrawn, 
the gentleman from Louisiana will proceed, 

Mr. JONES. Lregret exceedingly, Mr. Speaker, 
that anything should have occurred in this House 


to compel 


Well, | withdraw my ob- 


me, a new member, and, as the whole 
House Knows, one who has not occupied the at- 
tention of the House heretofore, to make a per- 
sonal explanation. However, certain remarks fell 
from the lips of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Gippines] yesterday, which I felt it my duty to 
correct at the time, as they contained an attack on 
the intelligence of the State which I have the honor 
in part to represent. 

l understood the gentleman from Ohio to state 
yesterday, and | presume it was the understand- 
ing of every member of this House, that he had 
been informed, through all the public prints, thata 
resolution had been introduced in the Legislature 
of Louisiana, reflecting on the Executive of the 
United States, for not interposing to arrest the 
progress of civilization in Cuba. Mark the words: 
‘**to arrest the progress of civilization in Cuba.” 
[ got up promptly in my seat, and stated that no 
such resolutions had been offered in the Legisla- 
ture of Louisiana. 

Now I see, sir, in the morning prints, that it is 
stated that the gentleman from Ohio made the re- 
mark that the Legislature of Louisiana had cen- 
sured the President of the UnitedgStates for not 
interposing to arrest the progress of emancipation. 
I will read his words, as they appear in the re- 
port: 

* Resolutions are pending, or have been pending, cen- 
suring the Executive of the United States for non-interfer- 
ence to prevent emancipation in Cuba.”’ 

Now, Mr. Speaker, | did not understand the 
gentleman to make any such remark. He cer- 
tainly said ‘* civilization,’’ not ‘* emancipation.’’ 
I at least so understood him, and it was on this 
remark that I based my denial of it. Now, in 
justice to my honorable colleague, (Mr. Per- 
kins,] who is not present here, I will say that I 
have no doubt he understood the gentleman from 
Ohio, in the hurry of his remarks, to make allu- 
sion toa resolution which had been introduced 
into the Legislature of Louisiana. That was a 
resolution calling attention to the fact of the trea- 
ties which were being made to africanize Cuba, 
not to prevent the progress of civilization there, 
And hence it was, I have no doubt, that my hon- 
orable colleague stated that such a resolution had 
been introduced into the Legislature of Louisiana, 

Sir, while I am up, I feel it due to myself and 
to the House to say that the expression which | 
used yesterday was one which should not have 
been used evento the gentleman from Ohio. I 
stated that I believed he had seen no such state- 
ment in any paper. I do not yet think that he 
has seen any statement in the papers to the effect 
that the Legislature of Louisiana has had before 
them resolutions censuring the President of the 
United States for not interposing and arresting the 

rogress of civilization in the Island of Cuba. 

3ut I am willing to say, that in all probability 
the gentleman believes he has seen such a state- 
ment, for in all matters connected w ith the subjeet 
of slavery | know he is very much disposed to 


look at the harshest side of the picture in refer- 
| ence thereto. 


It may be an honest fanaticism 
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which he cherishes, and therefore I am willing to 
say that [ do not mean that he stated a falsehood 


upon this floor, but that he was mistaken in sup- 


posing that he had seen any such statement in 
relepen eto the matter. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. I too ask the unanimous 


consent of the House to make a personal expla- 


yi Ml 


tie 

The SPEAKER. Is it the will of the House 
that the gentleman from Ohio shall have the priv- 
ilege of making a personal explanation ? 

No objection was made. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Towards the gentleman from 
Louisiana, who has just addressed the House, nor 
towards any other gentleman upon this floor, do | 
entertain any disrespect. Neither did I intend any 
pect to any State in this Union, in the re- 
marks which I made yesterday, and it is impossi- 
ble for me to apprehend how any gentleman could 
have misunderstood those remarks. 

I know not how Lam reported in the morning 
papers, for I have not seen one of them. 1 dis- 


tinctly set forth, that in reference to Cuba there 


was a system of emancipation; it results from 
what is called a system of ** freeing the emanci- 


padoe - 


that of limiting the price of slaves; and, 


thirdly, the colonization scheme, having for tts 
object the bringing to Cuba other persons for 
labor. ‘These are all regarded as tending to eman- 
cipation in that island. 

So far as regards the language or words I 
used upon that occasion I can only say that 
‘‘emancipation’’ and * civilization’’ were used as 

ynonymous, and I believe the whole English 
language will bear me out in that position. 

In regard tothe action of the Legislature of Loui- 
siana, | distinctly stated that I had been informed 
by the public prints that resolutions had been 
pending in that Legislature censuring or blaming 
the President of the United States for his inatten- 
tion to these efforts at emancipation in Cuba. I 
intended no imputation upon that State, and I 
say to thegentleman now that I intended to speak 
nothing more than the truth just exactly as it was 
impressed upon my mind; and when the gentle- 
rman from Louisiana rose is his place, and said 
he did not believe that [had seen the statement to 
which I referred, | thought it discourteous. I 
treated itso at the time. I have now no conces- 
sions to make to that gentleman for saying that 
he believes | am honest, but mistaken. Iam not 
ealled upon to extend to him that kind of charity. 
I ask no such charity, and I receive no such charity 
from any hands. God has given me power to 
express my own thoughts, and I ask no other 
than a fair inte#pretation of my language. I be- 
lieve the gentleman did not give that construction 
to the remarks | made yesterday. 

Here I take occasion to say to that gentleman, 
and to all other gentlemen upon this floor, that in 
all my intercourse with them they must expect 
me to demand from them the same courtesy which 
l extend to them. When I speak of the slave- 
holder, I shall place the same respectful construc- 
tion on my language which they give to theirs 
when they speak of the .fbolitionists; and I will 
regard the Abolitionists as standing upon the same 
level with slaveholders, and a little higher. 

Mr. HAVEN. If there is any interruption in 
the business, I desire to say to the Chair that I 
now insist upon the regular order of business. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That is to go into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, 


I believe that it is 


now in order to move that the House resolve itself 


into the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, with a view of finishing the bill which we 
had under discussion yesterday. I therefore make 
that motion. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
order of business. 


Mr. McMULLIN. 


I insist upon the regular 


I hope that the House will 


not resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole. | 
The question was then taken on Mr. Breckin- 


RIDGE’s motion; and, a division being had, there 
were—ayes 91, noes 31. 

Mr. BENTON. By the permission of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Brecxtwrivar,) be- 
fore the House resolves itself into the Committee 
of the Whole, I would ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to offer a resolution. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. Are we notin the Commit- | 


tee of the Whole? 


I Maj. James W. Ripley, 


The SPEAKER. The House having voted to 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and the Chair having an- 
nounced the fact, it would not be in order to pro- 
ceed to ny other business, 

Mr. BENTON. But if unanimous consent is 
riven, would it not be in order? 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 
resolution will be read for information. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If it is the unanimous 
consent of the House, and the resolution does not 
give rise to debate, | certainly shall not object to 
its introduction. 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 

That the President be 


nicate to the House of Repre 
if any, 


Resolved, requested to commu- 


sentatives all the proces dings, 
which have been had to carry into effect the act of 
the last session of Congress, whereby he was ** authorized, 
immediately afler the passage of the act, toenter into nego 


tiations with the Indian tribes west of the States of Mis 

souri and lowa, for the purpose of securing the assent of 
the said tribes to the settlement of the citizens of the United 
States upon the lands claimed by said Indians, and for the 


purpose of extinguishing the title of said Indian tibes in 
whole or in part to said lands ;’? and also that he intorm the 
House whether any part of the sum of $50,000 appropri 


ated for the purposes of said act has been expended, and 


if so, to cause a detailed statement of such expenditure to 
be communicated to the House, item by item. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the unanimous wish of 
the House that the resolution be adopted? The 
Chair hears no objection, and it is so ordered. 

DEFICIENCY BILL. 

The House then resolved itself into the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
CHANDLER in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of House bill No. 271, to supply defi- 
ciencies in the appropriations for the service of the 
fiscal year ending the 30th June, 1854. 

The CHAIRMAN. When the committee 
rose yesterday the debate upon the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Ohio had been ex- 


hausted. The question now is upon the amend- 
ment to the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Taytor,] which is to increase 
the appropriation for the custom-house at Cincin- 
nati, $5,000. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I ask leave of the committee 
to withdraw the amendment I| offered. 

The CHAIRMAN. There being no objection, 
the amendment wil! be withdrawn. ; 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I move the 
following as an amendment to the amendment of 
my colleague: 

Provided, That no officer emploved in the United States 
Army shall be employed to superintend the construction of 
any building for which appropriation is made in this bill. 

Mr. Chairman, Ii shall not be able to say ina 
five minutes’ speech more than one tenth of what 
[ would like to say in support of that amendment 
The honorable gentleman from North Carolina, 
{[Mr. Craiee,] yesterday, took occasion to charge 
me with indulging a kind of mania upon the sub- 
ject of employing military officers to superintend 
the construction of civil works, and to perform 
various other kinds of civil service. Well, sir, he 
may call it what he pleases.. If it be a mania, it 
is one which looks to the correction of a creat 
wrong, and one which I trust | shall cherish so 
long as the wrong continues to exist. 

Sir, if the honorable gentleman from North Car- 
olina had had the same experience which I have 
had in connection with the public and other build- 
ings in the country; if he knew the extent to 
which the evil | complain of has gone, he would 
not charge me with having a mania upon the sub- 
ject; he would not charge that my assertions on 
the subject were ** gratuitous.”’ 

Sir, does the honorable gentleman know that 
there are three scientific corps belonging to the 
Army—the Topographical, the Ordnance, and the 
Engineer Corps? Does he know that these three 
corps consist of one hundred and twenty-five offi- 
cers; and does he know that out of these one 
hundred and twenty-five officers seventy are quar- 
tered upon the civil service of the Government? 
Yes, sir, seventy out of the one hundred and 
twenty-five. I have here a list of their names, 
which I shall incorporate into my speech, that the 
country may see to what extent the military power 
is superseding the civil in the operations of this 
republican Government: 

List or Orricers or THe ARMY EmpLoyep on CIVIL 
Works. 


Capt. Benjamin Huger, 
Lieut. J. L. Reno—3. 


Ordnance Corps. 
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Corps of Engineers, 
Lieut. Col. James Kearney, Lieut. Col. 8. Thayer, 


Corps of Top. Engineers. 


Capt. E. L. F. Hardeastie, 


Lieut. Col. R. E 
Maj. H. Bache, 


De Ruse 7 
Maj. J. L. Smith, n 


Capt. L. Sitgreaves, Maj. W. Hl. Chase, 
Capt. J. C. Woodruff, Maj. C. A. Ogden, 
Capt. J. D. Webster, Capt. H. Brewerton, 
Lieut. G. G. Meade, Capt. Geo. Dutton, 
Lieut. W. B. Franklin, Capt. A. H. Bowman, 
Capt. J. E. Johnston, Capt. J. G. Barnard, 
Lieut. J. W. Abert, Capt. Geo. W. Cullum, 
Capt. J. McClelland, Capt. 


W . D. Fraser, 


Major. W. Turnbull, Capt. John Sanders, 


Capt. H. Stansbury, Capt. H. W. Benham, 
Capt. A. Canfield, Capt. D. Leadbetter, 

Lieut. Geo. H. Derby, Capt. M. C. Meigs, 

Maj. 8. H. Long, Capt. P. G. T. Beauregard 
Capt. J. H. Simpson, Capt. J. F. Gilmer, : 
Lieut. M. 8. Smith, Lieut. Joon Newton, 
Lieut. F. T. Bryan, Lieut. B. S. Alexander, 


‘apt. T. J. Lee, 
‘apt. Geo. Thom, 
‘apt. T. J. Cram, 


( Lieut. E. B. Hunt, 
( 

( 

Capt. W. R. Paimer, 

{ 

( 


Lieut. Geo. B. MeClellan, 
Lieut. G. E. Blunt, 
Lieut. J. G. Foster, 
Lieut. W. P. Trowbridge, 
Lieut. A. J. Donelson, 
Lieut. W. H. Stevens, 
Lieut. W. H.C. Whitney, 
lAeut. Geo. L. Andrews, 
Lieut. Jas. L. C. Morton, 
Lieut. Thos. L. Casey, 
Lient. N. F. Alexander, 
Lieut. W. P. Craighili—32. 
Infantry. 
Capt. Seth Eastman, 


‘apt. J. N. Macomb, 
‘apt. i. P. Scamimon, 
Lieut. W. F. Raynolds, 
Lieut. Geo. W. Rose, 
Capt. W. H. Emory, 
Licut. N. Michler, 
Lieut. A. W. Whipple, 
Lieut. R. S. Williamson, 
Lieut. Joba G. Parker, 
Lieut. J. C. Ives, 

Liew. G. R. Warren, 
Lieut. W. R. Boggs—35. 


I repeat, that more than one half of all the offi- 
cers composing these three corps are employed 
in various ways in the civil service of the Gov- 
ernment, where none but civilians should be en- 
caged. Some of these very men, whose regular 
Army pay,as will be seen by the Blue Book, does 
not exceed $600 per year, out of these and other 
appropriations which we make from year to year, 
receive enough to swell their yearly allowances to 
$3,000. No wonder civil service is desirable to 
them, in preference to that for which they are 
educated. 

So far has this system been carried of taking 
men from the Army for civil employment, that 
you cannot whitewash the rooms of the White 


| House, tack down the carpets, paper the walls, 


or hang the tapestry, but an engineer officer must 
be called from his Army duties to superintend 
these dignified operations. In England, where 
titles are more common—and who love titles more 
than military men ?—I suppose a person perform- 
ing these important duties for her Majesty would 
have been honored with the title of Upholsterer to 
her Majesty. How would it have looked, when 
the papers of this city were complimenting Cap- 
tain Lee, of the Engineer Corps, for his taste and 
skill displayed in refitting the presidential man- 
sion, to have styled him Upholsterer to his Excel- 
lency the President of the United States? 
Sir, the hook of this Administration is not so 
firmly fixed in my nose that I am compelled to 
sanction and justify any wrongs which may be 
tolerated and sustained by it. Iam not bound by 
any principle of Democracy to stand by and 
approve a usurpation of power, and a perversion 
of the very principles of civil liberty itself, because 
they happen to be committed by a Democratic 
Secretary of War, and are approved and sus- 
tained by all the power of the War Department. 
[ charge, and it cannot be denied, that the War 
Department has gradually and insidiously en- 
rrossed and monopolized as many of the civil 
places of the Government as it could, and by this 
means has been able to give snug and comfortable 
positions to its favorites, until the evil has become 
wide spread and dangerous. The most inconsid- 
erable structure, post offices, custom-houses, &c., 
are built now under the charge of Army officers, 
while in all parts of the Union works, large and 
small, are under their care, with but little regard 
to their capacity and fitness for the positions. 
Such a state of things is not even allowed in Great 
Sritain, under the monarchy of Queen Victoria. 
In the dominions of that sovereign, I understand, 
there are no such encroachments of the military 
upon the civil departments of the Government, so 
jealous are her subjects of the rights of civil lib- 
erty. Military men, with their arbitrary power 


and habits, are not allowed to superintend there 
the operations of mechanics and artisans, and 
English operatives would not submit to it. Why 
should they be required to submit to it here, 
where every man is a freeman, and every man 
has equal rights, and none his sup2rior? 4 
But the gentleman charges that my remarks in 
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relation to the military superintendence of the 
extension were ‘‘gratuitous.”” Now, 
that gentleman that when he has given 
the attention | have—when he gets 
er authority than those interested in keeping 
up the military system—when he learns from 
those who are ¢ utside of the influence of the War 
Department, and are able to testify to the folly, 
waste, and extravagance displayed in the man- 
agement of the work and the procurement of ma- 
terials, he will find my assertions not altogether 
rratuitous,’? but amply sustained by the facts. 
I have here the original report of the architect, 
communicated to Congress by the President, and 
upon which all subsequent appropriations for the 
building have been predicated. It appears from 
is report, that the whole cost of the work, to 
complete it thoroughly, was set down at $2,675,000. 
Up to the time when military rule was spread 
iver the work, but $600,000 had been expended, 
and the expenditures were kept scrupulously 
If it had gone on in the 
same manner, under the charge ot competent and 
faithful civilians, the ultimate cost need not have 
exceeded the original estimates. But we have 
already appropriated $1,600,000 for thé work, 
and not onethird is yet done. The basement and 
part of the first story is built, but the work re- 
maining to do is twice as much more. Remem- 
ber, that the second story will contain as much 
work as the basement and first story together; 
and in addition to that, you have to build six large 
porticos, besides colonades, to connect the wings 
to the main building, and terraces to finish off the 
‘These porticos will cost not less than 
$300,000 each, as each will be not only large and 
spacious, but highly ornamental. 
"The statement L made yesterday, and which the 
honorable gentleman so positively contradicted, I 
do affirm is true, and time will prove it. The build- 
ing will cost twice the sum originally estimated; 
and, what is worse, I verily believe it will be 
ruined. Yes, sir, completely ruined. The alter- 
ations of the plan made necessary new founda- 
tions; and these have necessarily cut up and de- 
stroyed, for all useful purpose, al! the rooms in the 
basement, which might otherwise have been fin- 
ished and used for committees, as those in the 
basement of this House are used. My time will 
not allow me to point out other serious injuries 
which the alterations which have been made in the 
plan will occasion te the House 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. CRAIGE., If Il had any doubt yesterday 
that the gentleman from Kentucky labored undera 
slight mania on this subject, the remarks that he has 
made this morning have satisfied me beyond all 
sort of doubt. Why did I make that remark yes- 
terday? Congress was scarcely in session before 
the gentleman, from some cause or other—I do not 
say what, for | am not disposed to look into the 
motives of members; Lam charitable enough to 
believe that every man discharges his public duty 
according to the dictates of his own conscience, 
and according to what he thinks right, and for the 
interest of the country, | might possibly assign 
a motive, if | were so disposed; but I will not do it 
upon this occasion, or on any other, unless I am 
driven to it by the course of remark pursued by 
the gentleman—l said that Congress had hardly 
niet before the gentleman introduced a resolution 
into this House, inquiring why the change was 
made in the superintendence of the work on the 
Capitol extension. He had that resolution re- 
ferred to one of the regular standing committees 
of this House. 

Now, after what has taken place between that 
gentleman and myself, I think it a little extraor- 
dinary that he should, upon this occasion, have 
charged me with getting all the information that I 
vossess upon this subject from the Secretary of 

Var and the engineer who has control over the 
work As the gentleman had introduced the res- 
olution, and as he had been for a long time chair- 
man of the committee to which it was referred, 
and as the $1,600,000 spoken of by him had pro- | 
bably been expended under his management, I 
called upon him to give me all the information he 
possessed upon the subject. He very kindly did 
so. I called upon the engineer in charge of the 
work, and obtained all the information I could from 
him. 1 called also upon the architect of the build- | 
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lng, and from all these sourees of information, I i Congress, 
ert . . 5 ‘ | , 
assertion, and I repeat it to-day; that the | 


made the 
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statement that the additional cost in consequence 
of the change in the direction of the work will be 
$2,700,000, is entirely gratuitous. “I venture to 
say that it will not cost one dollar more in the 
end than it would have done under the former su- 
perintendence. 

But let me return to the point about which the 
gentieman seems to complain, and that is the re- 
mark that he is laboring under a mania on this 
subject. Why, sir, the gentleman has let no op- 
portunity pass to havea fling at Captain Meigs, 
the distinguished officer who has this work in 
charge, and than whom, I do not believe, a better 
or more competent man is to be found in this or 
any other country. 

Why, after that resolution had been referred to 
the committee; after they had gone on with their 
investigation, aided by the gentleman himself, 
with all his extraordinary learning and informa- 
tion on this subject, he was not content; but after 
pledging himself that he would not introduce a 
resolution disagreeable to the committee, he came 
into this House on another occasion, without con- 
sultation with them, and thereby indirectly casting 
an imputation upon them, and moved to raise a 
special committee on the public works of the coun- 
try, professedly in relation to the armories; in 
reality, Mr. Chairman, I think it was raised to 
reach those who had charge of this Capitol exten- 
sion. 

Now, I do not know what the gentleman means 
by having a ring in one’s nose. I do not know 
whether that is the way they manage people in 
his part of the country who are under the con- 
trol of others. If he means to impute by such a 
remark that | am any more under the control of 
those in power than he is, if he knew me a little 
better he would do me more justice. I intend to 
discharge the duties devolving on meas a member 
of this body fearlessly, and in such manner as | 
think will redound to the interest and honor of our 
common country. 

The question was then put on the amendment 
to the amendment; and, on a division, there were 
—ayes 72, noes 57. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I demand tellers on the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Is it in order to 
call for tellers after the vote has been announced ? 

The CHAIRMAN? Itis in order to demand 
tellers before the result is announced. The Chair 
had only announced the vote. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Harris, of 
Alabama, and WHEELER were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 88, noes 53. 

So the amendmentto the amendment was agreed 
to. 

The question recurring on the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Preston, } 
as amended, 

Mr. ORR demanded tellers. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Is it in order to offer now 
an amendment to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Kentucky, (Mr. Preston ?] 

The CHAIRMAN. It is in order to amend 
by adding to the amendment. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I dislike to raise a 
question of order upon my friend from Virginia, 
but [ must remind the Chair that a vote was being 
taken, and the House in the act of dividing; and 
I make the point, that it is not in order to offer an 
amendment at such a time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House was being 
counted, but the result had not been announced 
when tellers were called for, and consequently 
there has as yet been no vote. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Both sides of the 
House were counted, and I believe the result was 
announced when tellers were demanded. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks he is 
right in accepting the amendment. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I move to strike out from 
the amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky 
$1,000 of the appropriation for the custom-house 
at Louisville. 

I remember, when this bill was under consider- 
ation at a former period, that we were then in- 
formed that the sum of $75,000 was amply suffi- 
cient tocomplete that work. I remember, too, the 
course pursued by the gentleman who now repre- 
sents Louisville [Mr. Preston] during the last 

3ut my purpose now is more partic- 


. ’ 
ularly to notice some remarks which fell, some 
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time since, from the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
CampsBe..:) and [ call the attention of this com- 
mittee io the fact that that gentleman notified the 
ormer Whig 


House and the country your 
: 


i 
Secretary had recommended that that custom- 


house be built for the sum of $75,000, while the 
present Democratic Secretary must have $175,000. 
1 ask if gentlemen are prepared to allow the Dem- 
ocratic party thus to be charged by gentlemen upon 
the other side of the HHouse without proper resent- 
mente 

| desire to call the attention of the committee to 
another fact. The gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
WentwortnH,] who is a very liberal gentleman, 
called upon the committee yesterday afternoon 
to know whether this Democratic Congress would 
not sustain the recommendations of the Democratic 
Secretary of the Treasury? In the judgment of 
that gentleman, if they failed to do it, this Admin- 
istration would be characterized at the North asa 
picayune Administration. ‘That member should be 
disposed to legislate with the people’s money as 
he would with his own—that is, with just econ- 
omy. He would not then be disposed to charac- 
terize the Democratic Administration as a pica- 
yune concern. It ismy policy, and every member 
here should feel it to be his duty, to manage the 
financial affairs of this Government as he would 
manage with his own. Does the member from 
Iilinois do it? It is for him to answer the question. 

But I desire to call the attention of the commit- 
tee to another fact. In regard to the bargain pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Illinois, and the in- 
timation made by him, that by uniting those two 
bills together you could pass them, | tell gentle- 
men upon the other side of the House that they 
can dono such thing, in my opinion. ‘There were 
enough of us the other day to defeat the deficiency 
bill, and those same gentlemen are here now. If 
those gentlemen, so liberal with the people’s money 
choose to load down this bill with these unneces- 
sary and improper appropriations, we will defeat 
the bill again. I desire to see this deficiency bill 
pass; but if gentlemen upon the other side of the 
House choose to clog it with improper amend- 
ments, they will defeat it; and the responsibility 
will fall upon them for its defeat, and not upon me. 
I should like to see the time arrive when the esti- 
mates submitted by your Executive officers to this 
House for the administration of this Government, 
shall come up nearly to the point. 

It is time that we stop these deficiency bills. I 
am willing, for one, to meet the responsibility of 
stopping the wheels of this Government, if thereby 
you can stop them by the rejection of this bill, 
If you clog this bill as you did before, and my 
vote will aid in defeating it, I will meet the re- 
sponsibility as I did before; and I will do it, too, 
with great pleasure. 1 hope that gentlemen here 
of the Democratic party will not be alarmed by 
the threats which have been held out over us. I 
tell gentlemen that | am not to be deterred by any 
such threats. If those gentlemen who favor the 
appropriations for your custom-houses, «& c., Can 
carry their measures when their bill comes up, 
why, be it so. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I am opposed to the 
amendment of my friend from Virginia, [Mr. Me- 
Mutuy.] He has thrown down gloves enough to 
engage usin a struggle of a week, if they should all 
be taken up; but | hope we shall not enter into the 
war. Formy friend from Ohio, |Mr. Campsett,| | 
will take the liberty to answer that he doesnot want 
a fight now. I have no objection, when a proper 
occasion arrives, that both these gentlemen should 
discuss any question of politics which they may 
think proper to bring forward; but I trust that the 
invitation which has been extended by the gentle- 
man from Virginia will not now be accepted. I 
know his gallantry, and the gallantry of the gen- 
tlemen to whom he referred, and their willingness 
to enter into a general discussion; but I cal! their 
attention, and the attention of the committee, to 
the fact, that now for two days we have, in five 
minute speeches, been discussing, not the merits 
of the bill itself, but everything else on earth which 
could enter into the heads of gentlemen. The 
committee will bear me out in saying, and I think 
I can say so without any impropriety, as 1 have 
been ons: of the speakers, that, for two days past, 
no new fact has been elicited, and no new line of 
argument has been struck out in regard to this 
bill. 
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it is not in my power to call the previous question 
here—but I appeal to them to desiat from the dis- 
cussion of matters entirely irrelevant to the bill. 
Surely two days are enough of the public ume to 
waste in the discussion of irrelevant matters, when 
the pressure of the public business is so great. 
Let us come to a vote. This 18 the last appeal I 
shall make to the committee. I do not intend to 
discuss the question further. I oppose the amend- 
ment, and ask for a vote upon it. 

The question was taken, and Mr. McMutun’s 
amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Mlinois. 
increase the appropriation $1,000. 

Mr. Chairman, | am anxious to pass this bill, 
I will do as much, according to my ability, as any 
other gentleman to pass such a bill as I believe the 
wants of the country demand, at as early a day as 
po sible, 

Now, sir, | am of the opinion that our national 
affairs should be conducted upon the same princi- 
pleas our private aftairs. lask, what would be the 
course of the honorable gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. MeMutuin,] and every other man, in a case 
like that now presented to us? 


l move to 


If that gentieman 
had commenced the construction of a building, 
would he not complete it? Why, sir, if a man 
has a building incomplete, the safe conduct of 
private affairs would require its completion. | 
find this state of things to exist in regard to our 
public buildings. ] find that there are certain cus- 
tom-houses and certain marine hospitals incom- 
plete. Lam not responsible for the commencement 
of these buildings by any means; but I say, that 
if they were my private property—if | had com- 
menced the construction of any building whatever, 
1 would complete it. 

So in this case, were ita question whether these 
buildings should be commenced or not, I do not 
say that | would be in favor of them; probably 
a large majority of the House would not be in 
favor of them. But it is not a matter as to the 
propriety of erecting these custom-houses and ma- 
rine hospitals as an original measure. The ques- 
tion is, whether you will complete the buildings 
which have been commenced long ago, and which 
are incomplete? ‘That is the question, and the 
only one, upon which the committee are called 
upon to act. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I acknowledge the force 
of the remarks of my friend from Kentucky [Mr. 
BreckinrinGe] in reference to irrelevant discus- 
sion upon this bill, and | would postpone any re- 
sponse to the remarks of the honorable gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. McMvuurin,] but | prefer to 
settle these little accounts as we go along. 

The only remarks which I submitted in refer- 
ence to this matter, when the subject of custom- 
houses was before under discussion in this com- 
mittee, was simply this: That the Secretary of the 
Treasury had recommended a particular amount 
as necessary to complete the custom-house at 
Louisville. I did say that | presumed that officer 
knew better than any other person what was 
necessary to complete that building. Now, sir, I 
take it for granted that the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury is an economical officer. The Democratic 
party have placed him in power. Heis the sworn 
guardian of the public Treasury. Iam not respon 
sible for his being placed there. I am not respon- 
sible for any errors that may exist—if there be 
any existing—in his estimates. It is the gentle- 


man from Virginia, and the party to which the | 


honorable gentleman belongs,who are responsible. 
That party are responsible—they are accountable; 
and if there be error, let the gentleman show it. 
If the amounts recommended by the Secretary of 
the Treasury are not required for the purposes of 
promoting the public interest, let the gentleman 
show it, and let him denounce the head of the 
Treasury Department therefor; but let him not 
charge us, a feeble minority in this House, with 


throwing obstacles in the way of the Government. | 
As) 


Sir, I do not wish to prolong this debate. 
I] said yesterday, [ am not much in favor of hur- 
rying legislation for the construction of these cus- 
tom-houses, for the reason that there are other 


great interests that are suffering quite as much as | 


the commercial interests of the country. 


I adverted to the fact yesterday, and I now call | 


attention to it again, that nothing has been done 
for the agricultural interest. 


To be sure, this bill | 
now contains a miserable pittance of a few thou- | 


sand dollars to buy garden seeds. 
away hundreds and thousands of dollars to erect 
magnificent edifices in your cities, but when the 
gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Tracy] came here 
and asked for a few thousand dollars for an in- 
terchange of seeds and the collection of agricul- 
tural statistics, it was very grudgingly given by 
the House. 

Sir, our constituents will ask us, when we re- 
turn to them, what we have done for the great 
national interests—agriculture, commerce, and the 
mechanic arts. We can respond that we have 
built elezgant custom-houses in the large cities of 
the Union, for the benefit of the commercial in- 
terest. But when they ask us what we have done 
for the improvement of the rivers and harbors of 
the country, we shall be compelled to teil them 
that we have done nothing; for there is no man 
here, | venture to say, who would undertake to 
assert thatany river and harbor bill will pass this 
Congress. We have tried to make artificial thor- 
oughfares by railroads, but they are to be stricken 
down; ay, and that too by the very men who 
are now claiming these appropriations. All that! 
can say tothe farming interest of my district when 
I return there, is, that we have voted money 
enough to givea paper of cabb ive seed to every 


township! That is all that has been done, and all 
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Therefore I appeal to the committee—I know You legislate 


that will be done for the great interest of agricul- | 
ture; and though | am willing, for the purpose of | 
promoting the commercial Interest, to vote for | 


these custom-houses at a proper time, believing 
them to be necessary and proper, according to the 
estimates of the Department, yet 1 am not dis- 
vosed to be in hot haste about it. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Wenrt- 
WORTH’s amendment to the amendment; and it 
was rejected. 

The question recurred on Mr. Preston’s amend- 
ment. 

Mr. WADE. Is it in order now to offer an 
amendment to the amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis in order. 

Mr. WADE. Then I propose to amend the 


amendment by adding five dollars to the appropri- | 


ation for the marine hospital at Cleveland, and I 
do it merely as the foundation of some remarks in 
favor of these appropriations, and of introducing 
them into this bill, 

Now, with regard to this particular building 
which I have in charge—the marine hospital at 


Cleveland—I speak from my own knowledge of 


its condition, and | know that this appropriation 
is needed, and will be granted, unless the Govern- 
ment is not disposed to do with its own property 


and interests that which, if done by a private indi- 


vidual, would justly subject him to a commission 
of lunacy. Here isa building designed for sea- 
men who are disabled by sickness and disease, in- 
cident to the hardships of their most indispensable 
and yet much neglected and thankless calling. 
Your laws compel them to pay you twenty cents 
per month out of their own hard earnings to the 
hospital fund. In the city of Cleveland you have 


levied in this way on these seamen an annual sum | 


of $1,200 and upwards, and have raised their ex- 
pectations that, when sick and disabled, they are 
to have this retreat, where they will be cared for 
and protected from pauperism and destitution; and 
yet, under a spasm of economy, you are now to 


blast these hopes, and leave them to wonder at a | 
fickleness in the Government worse to meet and buf- | 


fet than the elements which they daily encounter. 


In my humble judgment, these poor fellows, | 


shipwrecked in the frosts of winter, some with 
limbs frozen, others with ship fever, or disabled 
by one or another of the diseases and accidents to 


which the nature of their calling so peculiarly ex- | 


poses them, have as much claim on the beneficence 
of this Government, nay, on its justice, as have 
the Capitol grounds for appropriation for the mere 
purpose of ornament, or as the grounds surround- 
ing the President’s mansion have for a few orna- 


mental trees and tree-boxes, or as Pennsylvania | 
avenue, in the neighborhood of Seventh street—I | 
We need light here; | 
there is no manner of doubt of this; but gas light | 


believe it is—for gas lights? 


about Pennsylvania avenue is not all the light we 
need. 
Means have reported all these things in this defi- 
ciency billas matters of pressing necessity, which 
will brook no delay. 

Here, too, you have in this deficiency bill an 


| appropriation for each of the heads of Depart- 


And yet the Committee of Ways and | 





| 
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ments of the sum of $1,853, for arrearages of gal- 
ary; and these gentlemen are in great straits for 
these arrearages; and yet J am of the opinion that 
these sick marivers at Cleveland, and the various 
other points where these hospitals are located, are 
Just as necessitous, to say the least, as these hizh 
official dignitaries. 1 think they are as deserving 
of the care and protection of the Government, for 
which they have paid, and which is to them a ne- 
cessily, as are any of those persons for whose 
benefit the committee have drafted and are now 
advocating this bill. But, sir, those who are here 
where the public crib is have many ways of making 
their wants known, and their cries of distress 
heard, which the poor sailor has not, and hence 
the danger that the poor will be neglected, while 
the great will be heard and heeded. 

| tiere the hammer fell. 

Mr. MAXWELL. I am opposed, Mr. Chair- 
man, to the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Wape.] It is not my purpose, 
however, to discuss that amendment. I shall con- 
fine the few remarks | have to submit to the gen- 
eral amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
{Mr. Preston. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman must con- 
fine his temarks to opposition to the amendment 
as closely as ossible. 

Mr. MAXWELL. I shall confine them as 
closely to itas gentlemen who discuss these amend- 
ments usually do; and I think that I may talk 
about anything under that privilege. 

1 was one of those, Mr. Chairman, who, when 
the deficiency bill was before this body some 
weeks since, acted with the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Presron,] and other gentlemen, who 
inserted into that bill the various tems now pro- 
posed in this amendment. I did it in good faith. 
1 believed, under the recommendation of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, and on the merits of the 
propositions, independently considered, that they 
were entitled to my vote, and I so gave it. [ 
voted to insert most of these different propositions 
into that bill, and I voted for the final passage of 
the billas a whole. But where did I find myself 
standing in this House? I observed the fact that 
many gentlemen who voted as I did on that occa- 
sion, who voted to insert these separate items, one 
by one, from the beginning to the end of the cata- 
logue, when the bill came up to be finally acted 
upon voted against it. | was brought to consider 
in what position | had placed myself. I was 
brought to inquire when I found the friends—the 
peculiar friends of these measures—themselves 
withdrawing from the position in which they de- 
sired to place, what they called, the majority of 
this body, whether the expression of distrust of 
their own measures, was not enough to press me, 
who had no peculiar interest in them, to change 
the position which I then occupied. 

Sir, as‘to the bill which was defeated, if the 
House did wrong in defeating it, the responsibility 
of that wrong rests on those who acted in the 
manner which I have indicated, namely, attempt- 
-ing to force upon the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and upon the House, and upon the ma- 
jority, if you please, these different items, believ- 
ing that the majority would not fail to pass the 
bill with all its objectionable features, even though 
many of them voted against separate amendments. 
They believed that the bill would go down, and that 
though they had placed it there they would not be 

| held responsible before this committee and before 
the country. Well, sir, this isa sort of legislation 
which I do not appreciate. But what I purpose 
to say further on the subject is simply this: that 
whatever may be my action on these separate 
items, when they come to be considered and voted 
on, I think that this bill should be taken sepa- 
rately. Why not? Carry it on as you did before, 


| and insert all these items, and will not the same 


causes and influences which defeated the first de- 
feat also the second? There is no reason to sup- 
pose that they will not. And because | anticipate 
that result; because I believe that as to this bill 
separately there is an urgency demanding imme- 
diate action, I will vote for it, and against the 
amendments. 

Mr. PRESTON. Mr. Chairman : 

The CHAIRMAN. No further debate is in 
order. 
| The question was then taken on the amendment 
| to the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
| Ohio; which was not agreed to. 
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Mr. PRESTON. 
rend by inserting after the amendment as amend- 
} that no salary shall be paid to any Superin- 
tendent that shall exceed one thousand dollars per 
annum. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I make a point of order on 
my friend from Kentucky, (Mr. Preston.] | be- 
lieve that it has been universally ruled that a gen- 
tleman 1s not permitted to amend or propose to 
amend his own amendment. I do that for the pur- 
nose of getting along with the business before us. 

Mr. PRESTON. 1! would simply state that I 
-onceive | understand the rule, and that [ do not 
propose to violate it. This amendment has been 
twice amended, and in no sense can it be catled 
mine, any more than it can be called that of any 
other gentleman in the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is the usual decision of 
the Chair on this point, that no person is allowed 
nd his own amendment. 

Mr. ORR. Willat be in order, Mr. Chairman, 
now to move to reduce the appropriation for the 
Louisville custom-house to one dollar? 

The CHAIRMAN. Yes; that amendment will 
be in order. 

Mr. ORR. Well, then, I propose to amend 
the amendment by reducing the appropriation for 
the Louisville custom-house to one dollar, and 
{ do so to allow the gentleman from Kentucky 
[Mr. Preston] to be also heard in reply to the 
question propounded to him. When this debate 

curred first, a month ago,on the deficiency bill, 
[ understood the gentleman from Kentucky to 
state on the floor that contracts had been made by 
the former Secretary of the Treasury to complete 
the custom-house at Louisville for the sum of 
money which was originally appropriated for that 
purpose; and that when the present Secretary of 
he Treasury was installed into office, this con- 
tract was canceled, thereby conveying the im- 
nression that, for some cause or other, under the 
administration of the present Secretary of the 
Treasury, a sum of forty or fifty thousand dollars 
was needed to complete the building. 
derstand the gentleman from Kentucky correctly 
in that respect? 

Mr. PRESTON. Mr. Chairman, the gentle- 
man did not understand me correctly; and if he 
will permit me, I will recapitulate what [ stated in 
my I stated last year in this 


to am 


former remarks. 
House that the sum of $75,000 appropriated for 
the construction of the custom-house at Louis- 
ville was not suffictent; and that the Secretar 
the Treasury had informed me that he had re- 


ceived a bid amounting to $162,742, for which the 
custom-housecould becompleted. [moved for that 
amount, and it was granted last year; but the pres- 
ent Secretary did not accept those bids. The 
subsequent rise in the price of laborand materials, 
in the interim, had increased the subsequent bids. 
The amount between the present lettings and the 


old constitutes the difference which the Secretary 
now asks. 


Mr. ORR, (interrupting.) No contracts were 


then made? 


Mr. PRESTON. None at all. Bids were made, 


but no contracts by the former Secretary. 
Mr. ORR. 


should not be voted. 


1 voted against all these custom-house and ma- 
rine hospital appropriations on a former occasion, 
was under consideration. I 
was one of those who voted against the passage 
of that deficiency bill; and if those appropriations 
against ita sec- 
I do not think 
the deficiency bill should be encumbered with 
| believe they are unnecessarily large and 
extravagant, in many instances; and I am of opin- | 
ion furthermore that our Executive officers should 
begin to learn that the will of Congress should be 
consulted when they are expending the public 

' W hen 
Congress makes appropriations, and in making 
them declares that the sams so appropriated shal! 
complete the buildings, the officers who have 
charge of the disbursement should make the con- 


when the first bill 


are put upon this bill, I shall vote 
ond time, and assist to defeat it. 


them. 


money, rather than their own caprices. 


tracts accordingly. 


On that account I shall vote now against all 
these sums on actual and projected contracts for 
additional work on the buildings, believing that || 


Did I un- } 


of 


I misunderstood the gentieman, for 
I understood him to say that contracts had been 
made; and sir, if I had understood the gentleman 
correctly, at least that appropriation for Louisville 
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Mr. Chairman, I move to | 


the will of Congress, as expressed through the 
two Houses, should be respected by the Execu- 
tive officers. I think the gentlemen who usually 
sit upon this side of the House, ought to vote 
against putting these approy riations in the de fi- 
ciency bill. [think they ought to pass the deficiency 
bill proper, and relieve such persons as are now 
suffering at the hands of the Shylocks for the want 
of the money justly due them by the Government, 
and also to reyeve the different branches of the 
public service from the straightened circumstances 
in which they find themselves; and then, if the 
custom-house appropriations have strength enouch 
to go through, let them be put through independ- 
ently, and apart from this bill. 

Eighty gentlemen voted before to put these cus- 
tom-house appropriations upon the deficiency bill, 
Afier loading it down by their votes, did they 
stand by their bantling and sustain it? No, sir; 

when they had encumbered it by their votes, they 
left it to the fate which its enemies visited on it— 
less than fifty of the eighty who voted for the pas- 
sage of custom-house appropriations, voted for the 
bill on its final passage; and hence its defeat. | 
suggest to the gentlemen upon this side of the 
House, that if they expect to pass this bill the y 
should keep it unencumbered with custom-house 
and all other appropriations not belonging legiti 
mately to a deficiency bill. If the friends of such 
appropriations have strength enough afterwards to 
pass that bill, let them unite and do it. 

I believe, if unfortunately they shall succeed in 
putting the amendment of the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. Preston] in this bill, we will not 
succeed in passing the deficiency bill the 
first of July. I trust, therefore, that the amend- 
ment will be rejected, if the Democrats here expect 
to pass the deficiency bill. 

Mr. PRESTON. 1 am opposed to the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina, [Mr. Orr. ] 

lL have not been willing to pursue the course 
|| indicated by the gentleman from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, my colleague from Ken- 
tucky, |Mr. BreckinrinGe,] who has the peculiar 
management of this bill. Now, sir, 1 do not know 
| that there is any reason why members on this side 
of the House should unite with the Administra- 
tion and the Secretary, nor do 1 know why mem- 
bers upon the other side of this House should 
attack the measures recommended by the Admin- 
istration or the Secretary. Carolina and Virginia 
seem to join in opposition; and there may be 
dissensions in the Democratic party of which | 
know nothing; but I trust that this cannot con- 
stitute agood reason for the attempts of gentlemen 
to muster the whole Democratic party to crush 
this bill. 

How did the committee report these bills? The 
first they reported as a deficiency bill, and the 
second as a custom-house bill, and the | 
say all the provisions of each are right. 
retary has reported these as deficiencies 
tom-house appropriations. Howdid we get these 
appropriations last year? In the deficiency bill. 
What is there wrong in putting them in it now? 
And what object is there in putting them into a 
separate bill this year, unless it be in order to de- 
feat the custom-house appropriations. I want gen- 
tlemen upon the other side to promise positively 
and definitively that they will pass the custom- 
house bill, yet we can extract none; are they, then, 
in that situation that they desire to ** keep the word 
of promise to the ear, and break it tothe hope???’ We 
claim the right to putin this amendment for these 
custom-houses, as was done last year, and as has 
been the custom in former years, and there is no 
legislative or parliamentary impropriety in doing 
so, and the Chair cannot declare that it is im- 
proper to put it in here as an addition to the defi- 
ciency bill. 

But, sir, Ido not desire to protract debate. If 
there is not force enough to carry the measure, let 
it perish. I am ready to come to the test. Iam 
ready to rest the matter with the Democracy of the 
House. I am as ready as any Democrat to let this 
House decide between the Administration and the 
committee; and if they want to stamp as unjust 
expenditures and unwise recommendations the 
estimates for deficiencies made by their own Presi- 
dent and their own Secretary, tt is not for my 
expunging hand to remove the stain the committee 
seeks to imprint upon them. Letthem make the 
reckoning with the country. Let them say that 


before 


vyentiemen 
Their Sec- 
in the cus- 
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an extravagant President has transmitted extrava- 
fant estimates from an eXtravagant Sex retary, in 
order to erect extravagant and unnecessary works; 
or let them come up like the gentleman from Ili- 
nois, [Mr. Wenrwortn,] who represents Chi- 
cago, with ity and more good sense 
than most have exhibited, and say that they will 
not raise any such issue, and that they will vote 
what the Government asks. 

But my colleague tells us that the appropria- 
tion of $530,000 was carried by three or four voles 
more than the custom-houses 


more dexter 


l always thought 
that a majority wasa majority; and | conceive 
that the vote on the custom-houses should have 
been regarded by the comn 
sive t 


oO} 
the 


j ttee to be as expres- 
the wishes of the House as the vote 
assay office— 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

‘The question was then taken on Mr. Orr’s 
amendment, and it was not a to. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I move to 
amend the amendment by adding ten dollars to 
the appropriation at Cincinnati. 


I have listened in vain, 


vil 


rreed 


Mr. Chairman, for any 
argument or sufficient reason against adopting t 
amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
{[Mr. Preston.] This deficiency bill. | 
would inquire whether the apy now 
asked for are not deficiencies, and are they not 


he 


is a 
yropriations 
: i 

in order? Are they not proper to be placed mn 
This 


bill, as reported by the Committee of Ways and 


this bill, if they are to be passed anywhere 
Means, conta ed an appropriation for an SSAy 
office or building in the city of New York, an ap- 
propriation of the same general character us those 
now asked for. An appropriation for a cust 
house in the city of Providence 
forin the bill. Inasmuch as tl 
propriations for buildings of this character, why 
were not other appropriations of a like characte r 
1 desire te ask, included the deficieney bi 
Was there any reason why they were not so in- 
cluded ? 

It has been said that the former deficiency bill 
was lost because of these ay-propriations for cus- 
tom-houses. What authority has any gentleman 
to say this? After every one of these amend- 
ments was discussed and considered in the House 
seriatim, every one of them adopted in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and most of them adopted in 
the House upon the yeas and nays, and after 
having passed the ordeal twice, 1 ask by what 
authority and right gentlemen say that the defi- 
ciency bill was defeated because of these amend- 
ments: 


is also provided 
ere 


are three ap- 


Sir, the evidence is against it. The evidence 
goes more strongly to show that there were other 
matters in that deficiency bill which were objec- 
tionable; that there were matters which were re- 
ported by the Committee of Ways and Means 
which were read at the Clerk’s desk without 
attracting the attention of any one, but which, 
when they came to be maturely considered, were 
obnoxious Lo objection; and, on account of these 
matters, the bill was defeated on its final passage. 
That is the evidence which stands upon the record. 
The record shows conclusively that the majority 
have twice said that each of these ourht to be 
retained inthe bill. If this position be correct; 
if a majority of this House have decided that 
these custom-house appropriations ought to be 
made, then why net adopt the amendment of the 
genuleman from Kentucky, and insert these appro- 
priations in this bill? Why place them in another 


bill? Why go over with all these discussions 
avain? Do we not understand it now as well as 


we shall then? Shall we not a comfplish a creat 
saving of the public time by providing for these 
custom-houses and marine hospitals now? What 
then is the objection? The Secretary of the 
Treasury has reported in favor of these meas- 
ures. 

And let me say, further, that the deficiency bill 
which was defeated the o her day was the clean- 
est deficiency bill which was ever passed by the 
House of Representatives. I venture to say that 
no bill of that character ever passed the House, 
or ever passed the Congress of the United States, 
without containing more than $10,000 not recom- 
mended by any Department of the Government. 

3ut what was the fact in reference to the bill which 
was lost the other day? Nota single item did it 
contain which had not received the sanction and 


|| recommendation of the Secretary of the Treasury, 





tne Grov- 


or the heud of other Department of 
é t And [ venture to say that there is not 
nin tl tiouse who, if he were | iced 
if n nol tne e ry of 1é l're ury, 
j é ul i tL upon this ubyec 
tany of the dodve Wiiich may 
be j ed to influence the vote of gentiemen 
floor, but in consideration of his duty 
i tesinan, Would not say that these 
otained in the amendment of th 
from HKentuch y, ought to be made; that 
e interests of the country re ruire it 
low Lecall upon the rentiemen of th scommiuttee 
to ) his measure to stand upon its own met 
Lue a ipon itas hone t, | vthful pu ; er 
nf No one has attemp ed to snow that the 


ests of the country do not require these appro- 
I And as they are clearly deficiencie 
das every i n ha been fully discus ed, Jet 4 
iendme without wasti any more 
line mon 


Mr. ORR, I will Ay, in reply to the ge tleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Pre ron,] that I will make 
no promises as to aiding him in getting up the bi 
ror the completion of certatn custom houses and 


marine hospitals. Iam not in favor of that mea 
| 


ure, and I shall use every legitimate legislative ex 
pedient in my power, to defeat the pass wre of that 
nil, either as a separate measure, or ct njoined with 


the deficiency bill. Now, | hope the genueman 
tands my position on that point, 

But | desire that my position may be under- 
lw little further by the gentleman from Ken- 


tucky, [Mr. Preston,] with reference to the action 


of this House, which he says will reflect upon 
certain persons at the other end of the avenue. 
Sir, | speak for myself, not for any other person. 
I profess to be a vet y humble member of the Dem 
ocralic party; but lL assume for myself the privi 


eve and the nmeht to 


j 


scan and scrutinize every 
estimate that comes to me from any Department 
Government; and if I find that a subordin- 
ate official of the President has exceeded what | 


of th 


believe to be the true, just, and economical amounts 
for which he should estimate—if I find that he i: 
departing from the tenets of Democracy—he need 
not rely upon me to support his recommendations 
in this House 

the President. It would be a subserviency un- 
worthy the representative of American freemen. 
‘The President, who is himself wedded to economy 
and correct principle, makes no such demand of his 
political friends. He does not ask that the Dem- 
| yield a blind and indiscriminate sup- 
port to the estimates or opinions of his subaltern 


Simpy 


ocracy shal 
officers The interests of the party require us to 
oppose everything which, by tts extravagance, 
or from other causes, alienates the confidence of 
the people from its p inciples and support. 

But, Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Ken- 
tuck y urges his amendment because it 1s recom- 
mended by a Democratic Secretary of the Treasury, 
and he has reminded us of that fact oftentimes 
He evidently contem- 
plates success, because he is indorsed by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury—that is reason sufficient 
why the Democratsshould vote for his amendment. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I have nota great deal of 
confidence myself in the recommendations of the 
Secretary of the Treasury; especially since I have 
heard his position upon the Pacific railroad project, 
and since he has submitted the details of his very 


since this debate opened. 


remarkable plan for modifying the tariff—a tariff 


which every Whig will ‘sustain, and very few 
Democrats. Sir, | think his Democracy is about 
as orthodox as was John Tyler’s Whiggery. 
{ Laughter. ] 

Mr. PRESTON. Do I understand the gentle- 
man, in the allusion he makes to the Pacific rail- 
road, to speak of the opinions of the President 
upon that subject? 

Mr. ORR. I referred to the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

Mr. PRESTON. 
ent on that occasion ? 

Mr. ORR. I do not know. I believe, however, 
the President was there, but he had the good sense 
not to express any opinions coinciding with the 
opinions expressed by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury. [Laughter.]} 

Now, 


Was not the President pres- 


because he is an official of 


with reference to the New York assay || 
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stricken out, and 


XV r } 1 i 
New York ought to have been 


I shall move to strike it out.at the proper time, if 
l can obtain or that p e 

{ vo iW é fori dehcrency i va ! 

i »? ion for th ) ion, ier 

i ith mit Ww 8] } nd ) { 
ne rey ed l I Sure no whetl [ 
can be revo for not j t un, I: ni ly 
repudiating it, a d I will state my reasons mi re 
particularly when I occupy the floor upon that 
2 i 

It is the duty of the Democratic party, in my 
j ! ment l ey mean to pr erve \€ ; ascent 
ency, ii ey do not mean to si {fe ra wreck 3 l 
as that which the gentleman from Kentucky is 
iow, and has been since the 4th of March, 1853, 
Jamenting—to cut ofl excrescences, if we chance 


to meet with them; and we must do it firmly and 


| independently, although it may, perchance, give 

offense to government officials. 1 have said all I 
desire to s 1y upon tne suber * 

The question was then taken on the amendment 


to the amendment; and it was rejected, 


The question recurred on Mr. Preston’s amend- 
ment, 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I movetoamend the amend- 
ment by increasing the appropriation for the cus- 
to n-house it Louisville $1,000. 


The CHAIRMAN. 
has allowed a vreal 
He did not, however, feel at lib- 
it while any gentleman was upon the 


(‘he Chair thinks that he 
er latitude of debate than the 
ruies warrant. 


erty to arrest 


floor, deeming that he ought, at least, to give no 
tice of his intention to restrict the debate. He 
now calls the attention of ventlemen tu the fact 


that he will deem it his duty to confine them, as 
much as possible, to the amendments they may 
offer, or in opposition to which they may speak. 

Mr. PHILIPS. 1 will endeavor so to confine 
myself. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
the rentlemman propose? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. 
priation for the Louisville custom-house $1,000. 

I stated yesterday, what was known to the 
House, that | had voted, on a former occasion, to 
incorporate into the deficiency bill the appropria- 
tions recommended by the Secretary of the ‘T'reas- 
ury for custom-houses and marine hospitals. I 
was, and [ am still in favor of those appropria- 
tions. Finding, however, that the bill which con- 
tained them was defeated, and that the sense of 
the House was ascertained to be against them in 
their conjoint character, | had determined tochange 
my course, and vote for both propositions separ- 
ately. 

Now, sir, I desire to make a few remarks in re- 
ply to my friend from South Carolina, [Mr. Orr,] 
in reference to these appropriations. I must say 
that | heard with as much surprise as regret the 
sentiments which fell from that gentleman. He 
has denounced these appropriations as having 
come to this House without authority, and, if | 
understood him, almost against the authority of 
law and the sense of this body. What are the 
statements made here inregard to the recommend- 
ations of the Secretary of the Treasury? That 
he has entered into any contract binding on this 
Government for appropriations which had here- 
tofore been allowed? Has he done anything 
which implicates the good faith of this Govern- 
ment, and binds it to fulfill any contract which he 
has made or proposes to make? Not at all. 
Where is it that he has exceeded his duty in re- 
commending these appropriations. 

Mr. ORR. In not finishing the buildings with 
the appropriations already made. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. He comes into office; he 


What amendment does 


; 
I move to increase the appro- 


finds buildings partially completed; he employs | 


his proper agents to superintend them. They 
report to him that a proper completion of them 
will require certain sums of money, which sums 
exceed the amounts appropriated by Congress. 
He advertises for contracts; proposals are made. 
Does he accept them? No, sir; but he makes a 
report to this Congress, and says thus: Gentle- 
men, these buildings ought to be completed in such 
and suchamanner. The safety of the Government 
and its property require that they should be con- 
structed in a certain manner, which will demand 
additional appropriations at your hands. And I 


office, I concur with the gentleman from Kentucky, 1 respectfully submit to you whether it is not better 
{[Mr. Prestron,] that the proposition making an 
appropriation of $530,000 for the assay office in 


| 


for you to increase the amounts, and have these 
buildings completed in a proper manner, rather 
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than build them with the present appropriations 
in an unsafe and improper manuer. ; 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. Chairman, | 
d thought that I would not say 


>to these estimates and appropriations; for | 





a worditn refe; 
had concluded that it was a fruitless business for 
meto attempt to resist successfully, the recommend- 
ations of the A lministration, supported as they 
are by all the local influences which can be brought 
to bear on the subject, as well as by the united 
vote of my Whig friends upon this floor. 1 had 
intended to content myself with doing what I con- 
ceive to be sound Democratic voting on all these 
g 1estions,. 

But my friend from Maine {Mr. Wasuevan] has 
not heard a solitary good reason why the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Kentucky should not 
be adopted. I will say to him and this committee, 
that I find cogent and conclusive arguments, satis- 
factory to my mind, against these appropriations, 
in the report of the Secretary, of the Treasury of 
January 3d, 1854, to be found in Miscellaneous 
Document No.5. The Secretary shows that at 
that time he had an amount of available appropria- 
tions for the construction of a custom-house at St. 
Louis, of $186,707 38. I ask the gentlemen from 
Maine, I ask the friends to the appropriations 
upon this and the other side of the committee, 
whether there should not be a custom-house ade- 
quate to the wants of all the business of the Goy- 
ernment, constructed for that sum of money at 
that city? He has also reported in the same docu- 
ment that he has an available appropriation for the 
custom-house at Mobile, of $184,336. Is notthat, 
in all conscience, a full amount, a sufficient sum, 
for the construction of the building there? For 
the one at Louisville he tells us that he has an 
available appropriation of $155,592. For the one 
at Cincinnati he has an available appropriation, he 
says, of $138,470 86, and soon. For the one at 
Bath he has an available appropriation of $32,628. 
For that at Wilmington, Delaware, he has an ap- 
propriation of $25,227 98; being in each and every 
case the full amount as heretofore estimated and 
asked for for the construction and completion of 
these edifices. Why is it, that the money appro- 
priated in these cases has not been touched? In 
my opinion, it is not because they have not money 
enough to construct buildings of adequate di- 
mensions fire-proof ; but it is because they want 
to change the character of the material of which 
these buildings are to be constructed. It is that 
they wish to procure, perhaps, marble, to be trans- 
ported from one extreme of this Union to the other, 
for the construction of these buildings; to make 
them not only useful and fire-proof, but to make 
them in the highest degree ornamental, magnificent, 
and splendid. Believing, sir, as I do, that regard 
to economy requires that we should be careful in 
voting away the public money; and believing, also, 
that the Secretary of the Treasury has money 
enough available and at his command for all prac- 
tical purposes, to construct these buildings, I shall 
vote against these appropriations. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Alabama; which was not agreed to. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Chairman, is an 
amendment in order now to the appropriation for 
the marine hospital at Cléveland, Ohio? 

The CHAIRMAN? Yes; to any of them. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Then I send up the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

The Clerk reported the amencment as follows: 


That the appropriation of $25,000 for the marine hos- 
pital at Cleveland, Ohio, shal) not take effect, or any part 
thereof be expended, unless a majority of the people of the 
collection district in which Cleveland is situated shall de- 
termine by a vote in favor of said appropriation. 

Mr.RICHARDSON. Mr. Chairman, I like to 
apply the rules to gentlemen which they lay down 
for the governance of the conduct of others. The 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Wape,] in a discus- 
sion the other day, thought that, except there 
were petitions presented in favor of a measure, 
Congress ought not to act upon it nor pass it. I 
have sought to ascertain whether there were any 
petitions here in favor of the completion of the 
marine hospital at Cleveland. I believe there are 
none. The case stands precisely in the same sit- 
uation, and no other, as the case did to which the 
gentleman applied his amendment the other day, 
although it had been recommended by the Secre- 


| tary of the Treasury. This case here stands in 











A ene 





1854. 


precisely the same situation; and [ trust that in 
| ) 


» adoption of the principle which is so greata 
rite with the gentieman from Ohio, the House 


to him, and give him the full benefit 


Mr. WADI I desire to say a word in reply 
é s of the gentleman from Lilinois, 


_Rrenarpson.]| When the gentleman will 
w me that railroads, to which the Government 
le appropriations of its funds so liberally 
|, with the exception of a little 


ili completes 
,to be laid, or some other trifling labor or 
: il without which it would be nearly or 
e useless, and an appropriation to finish it 


recommended by the Secretary of the Treas- 


were t 
_ [should probably vote for it, though I might 
y » means be Willing to do so as an original 
position. But the gentleman from Illinois asks 
if | would leave this matter to a vote of the 
e of the collection district in which the hos- 


He puts this question in view 
e proposition [ submitted the other day in 
rence to the Minnesota railroad bill. To this 

| reply, that | would have no objection to that at 

ind would not care if, in this proposition, he 
led the women also—indeed, I would, to this 
extent, be a woman’s rights man, and leave it to 

‘« women of that district if the gentleman would 
desire so extensive an expression of the popular 
cy on the subject. But | would say to the 
itleman over the w ay, who feels sore upon some 
itters which took place the other day in refer- 
ence to certain western railroads, that 1 voted 

cainst those roads because I believed, and still 
eve, that they would be injurious to the best 
rests of the western country; and whoever 
fifteen years from this time, | am fully per- 
suaded, will then see that I am right. 

| would say one thing further to gentlemen over 
the way, that when, sometime hence, they know 
me a little better than they now do, (though I 
mean to be a very modest man,) they will un- 
derstand that I give no vote for any measure 
which my judgment and my conscience condemn, 
for the sake of getting another vote for a measure 
which my judgment and conscience approve. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Ido not want to trade 
with the gentleman. 

Mr. WADE. No; and if he did he could not 
do it. There is no analogy between these meas- 
ures at all. Here is a hospital left unfinished, 
needed for the seamen upon the northern lakes. 
The Secretary of the ‘Treasury has recommended 
an appropriation to complete it. Now, does the 
rentieman want to punish me for not voling In 
favor of his railroad appropriations ? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Notat all. 

Mr. WADE. He will not punish me, but the 
seamen upon the lakes, in whose welfare his con- 

ituents are as much interested asaremine. The 
gentleman from Illinois, I trust, will pardon me 
when I say that I desire that he may under- 
stand me better than he now seems to; and when 
he does, he will be satisfied that he has only to 
convince methat the West needs my vote on any 
matter, within the range of constitutional power, 
involving western interests, and it will be at his 
or any other gentleman’scommand. Let the gen- 
tleman satisfy me that these railroad grants are 
hot odious corporation monopolies, sheer land 

speculations for the benefit of individuals, and I 

am with him. I am inthe West, of the West, 

and forthe West; but no more, I trust, than I am 
for the wholecountry, when | understand what its 


Interests are. 





The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Ricnarpson; and it was not 
ecreed to 
The CHAIRMAN. The question recurs upon 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Preston. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I call for tellers upon 
that amendment. 

Mr. DISNEY. Before the question is taken I 
desire to offer an amendment, and I move to stsike 
out ten dollars from one of the appropriations. 

I move the amendment, Mr. Chairman, for the 
purpose of replying to what I understood td be a 
statement of fact, made by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, {Mr. Jones ] ‘I understood that gen- 
tleman to state, without qualification and without 
limit, that these custom-house appropriations were 
asked for, not for the purpose of making these 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 said | believed 


that would be the true issue. 
Mr. DISNEY. 1 will never undertake to med- 
a wit { c . { tne Y i l my 
ropos , ie ld ew n it i*s , ed to be i 
ement cts, volunteered by ti ntlieman 
But to illustrate | will ik of the cus m-house 
at Cincinnatl. In that instance, the appropria- 


tions heretofore made are sufficient to finish the 
building according to the plan originally adopted ; 
and | state upon this floor, that whether this ad- 
ditional appropriation be granted or not, the build 

ing will be finished upon that particular original 
plan, and of the materials with which it was com- 
menced to be built. Hecannot be misunderstood 
in this statement; but in justice to the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury, and the statements which have been 
made in regard to other cases, | should state that 
when by the addition and aygregation of the vari- 
ous bids for the completion of that building, it 
was found that the amount exceeded the amount 
appropriated for, the Secretary refused to enter 
into the contracts. Let me refer back to the bids. 
What was required of the architect was to re- 
arrange the plans of the building as well as to bring 





the aggregate amount of the bids within the limits 
of the appropriation made. It was done, and so 
they stand. The building is now in progress of 
compl: tion, and will be completed according to that 
parucular plan. In the judgment of the Secretary, 
the public interests require that that building should 
be made fire-proof, and to do it an additional sum 
of $40,000 will be required. So much by way of 
vindication of the Secretary of the Treasury, whose 
whole course with regard to these buildings seems 
to have been misunderstood by most of the gen- 
tleman who have heretofore spoken in relation to 
this matter. 

Let me allude to one other matter, and I will 
take my seat. Gentlemen have adverted to the 
fact that appropriations for these custom-houses 
were incorporated into the bill, but that the bill 
containing them finally failed. And why? There 
1S no secresy 1n the fact. Many gentlemen in this 
House voted for the bill when it wasso amended, 
but becanse they saw the whole of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, with a single exception, 
that of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
BRECKINRIDGE,]| voting against the bill itself, the 
House then very properly turned tail, and went 
with that committee against their own bantling. 
W hen the Committee of Waysand Means refused 
to sustain the Administration, the House, seeing 
it, very properly united to defeat the bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Ohio 
certainly has not looked at the record. It is very 
well known that I voted for the bill upon its final 
passage, although I did it very reluctantly. 

Mr. DISNEY. What other members of the 
committee voted for the bill? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understand that a major- 
ity of the Committee of Ways and Means voted 
for the bill upon its final passage. 

Mr. DISNEY. The records will speak for 
themselves. ‘The impression was very general 
throughout the House, and so far as my own ears 
gave me evidence,on my right and left, | heard it 
said that the committee voted in the negative. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I desire to hear 
the statements of the Secretary read. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. They have been 
read againand again. lam opposed to the amend- 
ment, and | ask for a vote upon it. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Dis- 
NEY’s amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. BISSELL. I move to reduce the appro- 


priation for the custom-house at Louisville $1,000. 


1 am opposed to the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky. If the amendment offered 
by him is adopted, the bill becomes substantially 
the same as the one which met such an over- 
whelming defeat in this House a few days ago. 
I desire to see this bill passed. It is a deficiency 
bill which the country calls upon us to pass. 

These other appropriations, which gentlemen 


| are desiring to incorporate in the bill, are of a very 


different class, and there is no necessity for haste 
in regard tothem. They stand upon a different 
footing from most of the appropriations provided 
for in this bill. These are intended to enable the 
Government to pay its employees, who are now 
subject to constant pecuniary sacrifices, because 
we have not enabled the Government to pay them 


buildings fire-proof, but to render them ornamental. || for their daily labor. Now I do not wish to see 
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this bill imperiled nor delayed by being loaded 


dow? Vv that class of appropriations W vich ares 
well provided for in the bill which is immediately 
» fol the o now under consideration This 
sou ues ned 1 » a the nn e¢ 
\ Mi \ I hirect vote could be 
tab “ i pass on as that vote ad i 
( nied Attach the appropriations which you 
ropose to do to this biil, and you endanger the 
passage of the bill, and leave the emplovees ¢ f the 


Government waiting, with out-stretched arms, at 
your doors, for that money which ts to pay for 
their daily bread. Keep the two classes of appro 

iatiol g sepal te and distinct, as the committee 
have very wisely done Pass this bill, and then 
bring up the other bill, which is of an entire! 
ditferent character, and let us do as we think 
proper in respect to that 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 do not desire to oecuns 
the time of the committee, and I will not, but for 
a minute. I have taken no part in this debate 
nordo | so intend, as to the merits of the bi 
Inasmuch, however, as the gentleman from Ohio 
has made allusion to those on the Committee of 
Ways and Means, who voted against the other 
deficiency bill, | desire to say that the record 
shows that there were but two members of that 
commuttee who voted avainst that bill 

Mr. TAYLOR. Who are they 

Mir. HOUSTON. 1 will tell the gentleman. 
The gentleman from New Hampshire, [Mr. Hus 
BARD,| and the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, [Mr 
Jones,| are the only members of the Committee 
of Ways and Means who voted against the bill on 
its final passage. Four of the members of that 

ymmittee voted for the passage of the bill, and 
three were not present. So much for the facts to 
which the gentleman from Ohio alluded 

lam opposed to the amendment, but I will not 
detain the committee by any remarks in reference 
Lo it. 1 call for the vote upon its adontion. 

The amendment to the amendment was then, 
by unanimous consent, withdrawn. 

Mr. TAYLOR of Ohio. 1 believe the amend- 
ment which has just been withdrawn proposed to 
reduce the amount of the appropriation $1,000. I 
move to increase it $1 Sete 7 

Mr. Chairman, | desire to say that in my hum 


ble judgment, this deficiency bill, the bill for the 


completion of custom-houses and marine hospitals 


which has been reported | the Committee of 


Ways and Means, and, in fact, many of the billa 
reported by that committee, do rreat In} tree to 
the people of the country In my opinion i 
these general ap ropriation bills ought to be placed 
at the foot of the Calendar, and Iam not sure but 


1 will vote to put them there ifany centleman wi!l 
make the motion. I believe we might dispose of 
every bill upon the Calenuar , 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Irise to a question of order. 
I dislike exceedingly to interfere with my friend 
from Ohio, but I do not think this species of dis 
cussion is at all proper. ‘The gentleman is not 

peaking to his amendment, and | make a ques 
tion of order upon him. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot tell at 
what point the gentleman from Ohio would arrive 
at, or what application of his remarks he would 
make to his amendment, but his remarks are cer- 
tainly not germane to theamendment. The cer 
tleman must confine himself to the ex 
his amendment. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Iam sorry my friend from 


North Carolina should have thought it his duty 


? ee. , 
PAADALION O 
i 


I have no 
wish to transzress the rules of the House, or of 


to makea question of order upon me 


the committee. I will endeavor toconfine myself 


in the remarks which I shall make to what is 
strictly in order, and I hope my friend from North 
Carolina will not again interrupt me; and | will 
Say, that I hope also that the gentleman from New 
Hampshire, who is a member of the Commitiee 
of Ways and Means, and who | know is a little 
tender in respect to attacks made upon the recom 
mendations of that committee, will not call me to 
order. I am in favor of the amendment I heve 
offered, because I am for increasing the appropri- 
ations for the benefit of the western country. It 
is not my wish ever to give a sectional vote inthis 
House. But when I discover, even among west- 
ern gentlemen, a disposition to set aside the recom- 
mendations of the Secretary of the Tre wsury, him- 
self a western man—as passing upon the country 
as deficiencies, appropriations which are not defi- 
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ciencies, | trust that the courtesy of the committee 
will permit me to express my opinions upon such 
a proposition freely—even beyond the bounds 


} the rules would 


construction of 


which a strict 
limit me And it is to that point that i desire to 
address my remarks. 


Now, sir, the honorable gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, |Mr. Jonus,| in addressing the commiuttee 
just now—who was listened to with so much at- 
tention, as he always is, by every member of the 
House, and by none with more pleasure than 
inyself—referred to a document now before us, 
reported by the Secretary of the Treasury during 
the present session—Executive Document No. 5, 
under the head of miscellaneous. It is a letter 
froin the Secretary of the Treasury to the chair- 
raan of the Committee of Ways and Means; and 
the statements of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, 
unless the members of the committee refer to that 
document, are calculated, in my judgment, to mis- 
lead them. | have that document now before me. 
1 have examined it thoroughly; and the Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury say® that the amounts of available 
appropriations are as stated by the gentleman from 
‘Tennessee; but he also states, in reference to 
these custom-houses and marine hospitals—and he 
tes more particularly in reference to these defi- 
ciencies than to any deficiencies reported tn the bill 


ath 


now under consideration—that ever y Appropriation 
asked for by the amendment of the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. Preston] is a deficiency to 
carry on the business of the Government. 

Now, the Secretary of the Treasury, if he isa 
judge of deficrencies any where, ought to be a judge 
of the deficiencies in the city of Louisville. He is 
a citizen of that city, and Well acquainted with it. 
tie knows the condition of this building person- 
nily as well as officially, and he recommends this 
appropriation as a deficiency. 

Judging from the spirit manifested by the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina [Mr. Orr] to defeat 
the bill for custom-houses and marine hospitals, 
ILis My Opinion that appropriations for the com- 


pletion of those buildings will never be made, if 
this bill is allowed to pass without the adoption of 


the amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky. 
it is the duty of the committee to stand by that 
amendment; and I hope it may be discussed here 
till the first of July, rather than to have it defeated. 
The opinion of the whole people of this country, 
as indicated by the votes of their Representatives 
upon this door, in reference to these appropria- 
tions for western custom-houses and marine hos- 
pitals, should be attended to and upheld, rather 
than the opinion of a majority of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, in opposition to the recom- 
mendation of the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
in Opposition to the repeated decisions of the 
Liouse. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, lam opposed to the 
amendment, and ask for a vote upon It. 

The question was taken on Mr. Tayior’s 
amendment to the amendment, and it was rejected. 


Mr. LETCHER. I move to amend that por- 
tion of the amendment relative to the appropria- 
tion for the Louisville custom-house, by inserting 
after the word ‘*complete’”® the words “ for the 
fourth time,’’ so as to make it read ** to complete for 
ihe fourth time,’’ and so forth. 

I have been very much struck with the fact that 
every gentleman on the Whig side of the House, 
who has a dollar embarked in this scheme, thinks 
that the Secretary of the Treasury is decidedly the 
finest officer that has ever held that position under 
this Government. They seem to have come to 
the conclusion that all his estimates are exactly 
right; that we ought to have full faith in every- 
thing that he has said or proposed; and that all his 
estimates ought to be taken upon trust. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. What about the Bronson 
platform ? 

Mr. LETCHER,. Well, sir, I do not know 
exactly how far our Whig friends would go upon 
the Bronson platform, if that question was pre- 
sented to them. [ Laughter.) 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I rise to a question of 
order. Lobject to this discussion. ‘lhe gentle- 
man from Virginia must confine his remarks to 
his amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia are clearly out of order. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
the estimates of the Secretary of the Treasury ? 


Is it not in erder to refer to | 


it 


The CHAIRMAN. 
tleman to speak upon his amendment. 

Mr. LETCHER. That is exactly what I am 
going to do. 

The CHAIRMAN, 
ment 1s to insert 
time.’”’ 

Mr. LETCHER. Exactly; to insert the words 
** for the fourth tme;’’ and now I propose to show 
that that custom-houseat Louisville has been com- 
pletea (at least legislatvely) four mes. 

I recollect when I came here that $75,000 were 
appropriated; when they came forward for $16,000 
for a lot, they told us thatg75,000 would build the 
house. I recollect then, again, that when they 
asked for $87,745, they told us that it would com- 
plete it, and, as an evidence of the fact, mentioned 
that bids were received by which it would be com- 
pleted for that amount. Now they come in and 
ask for $40,000 to complete it again. I take it, 
that if there is not a dollar of $40,000 now asked 
for appropriated, that that custom-house will be 
completed, and be a fire-proof building besides. 

But | imagine that there is more in this thing 
than merely the amount of money to finish the 
house. There is something in regard to the pre- 
cise character of the building itself: whether it 
shall be a brick, a marble, or a granite building; 
whether it shall be made of one material costly, or 
of another more costly, the object being to make 
it as handsome as possible in the shape of a struc- 
ture to adorn the city of Louisville. Wiil it be 
pretended here that $155,000 will not build a fire- 
proof house? Can it be pretended that it will not? 
One hundred and ten thousand dollars has done it 
elsewhere. Why cannot it do it in Kentucky? 
Why not in St. Louis? Why cannot it do it in 
Cincinnati? Why cannot it do it at the other 
points? Lam clearly of the opinion that if we do 
not appropriate another dollar to this work, it will 
be found that the sums heretofore appropriated 
willaccomplish it. Weshall thereby save $40,000. 

Mr. LILLY. 1 oppose the amendment, and 
ask for a vote on it. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. GOODRICH. I move, Mr. Chairman, 
to increase the Louisville appropriation $2,000. 
| am one of the Whigs on this side of the Hall 
not interested in this matter; yet I am in favor of 
the amendment. Now, what are the facts? As 
I understand, the Secretary of the Treasury re- 
commends these appropriations as deficiencies. | 
further understand that the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Breckinrince] is in favor of these 
appropriations. - He thinks that a majority of the 
committee are in favor of them, too; but he pro- 
poses to put them in a separate bill, and for what 
reason? Not,as Ll understand, because they are not 
deficiencies, but because they are not proper or in 
order in this bill. We are, then, according to his 
view, to have not one deliciency bill, but more 
than one, and how many? As many as we have 
items. We ordinarily talk about the deficiency 
bill as containing all the items of deficiency; but 
if we pass this bill as proposed, we shall not get 
through all our deficiencies. 

Mr. HIBBARD. IL rise to a question of order. 
Is the debate indulged in by the gentleman in or- 
der? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opin- 
ion that the gentleman is not in order. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I wish the Chair to consider 
the point raised on every other gentleman who 
may be out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman must limit 
his remarks to the character of his amendment 

Mr. GOODRICH. 1 shall endeavor to do so. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I must, without disrespect 
to the gentleman, insist on the enforcement of the 
rules. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will enforce 
them. 

Mr. GOODRICH. I will say to the gentleman 
from New Hampshire 

Mr. HIBBARD. The gentleman cannot go on 
after he has been ruled out of order. He must 
take his seat. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 


decision of the Chair. 


The gentleman’s amend- 
the words ‘* for the fourth 





I think that the gentleman 


It is in order for the gen- | 


I] appeal from the | 
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from Massachusetts is as much in order in his re- | 


marks as any of the gentlemen who have engaged 
in the discussion. 


Mr. TAYLOR. The gentleman is no more out 
of order than the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire was on yesterday. 

Mr. HIBBARD. Nota bit. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New 
Hampshire calls the gentleman from Massachuy- 
setts to order. The Chair decides that the gen- 
tleman is notin order. From that decision the 
gentleman from Ohio appeals. The question now 
is, ** Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
judgement of the committee?”’ 

The question was taken by division; the Chair 
announcing that 90 voted in the affirmative. 

Mr. TAYLOR demanded tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered; but 21 members sec. 
onding the demand— 

Mr. TAYLOR. Count the other side. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The Chair has no right to 
count the other side, one fifth of a quorum not 
voting, 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not necessary to 
count the other side, inasmuch as one fifth of a 
quorum, has not seconded the demand for tellers, 

Mr. TAYLOR. What I meant to ask the Chair 
was, to count the other side on the question of the 
appeal. 

After a count, the Chair announced that but 
thirty-five voted against the decision of the Chair 
being received as the judgment of the committee, 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. GOODRICH. I will endeavor, Mr. Chair- 
man, to keep somewhat within the rules of order, 
W hat [ wanted simply to say—and in this | was 
not very much out of order—was in reply to 
something that was said by the gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Brecxinrincre.] He has made 
a strong appeal to his political friends here to vote 
down these amendments. 

Mr. HIBBARD, (interrupting.) Mr. Chair- 
man, | must insist upon a dgtitide whether the 
gentleman is in order or not. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts is in order. He is now proceeding to 
argue in favor of his own amendment, and is 
clearly in order. 

Mr. GOODRICH, (resuming.) I think, Mr. 
Chairman, that the Secretary of the Treasury has 
not recommended enough. | think the appropria- 
tion should be increased two thousand dollars. 
Now, then, it seems to me, that it is in order, in 
reference to.this amendment of mine, to show 
that the arzuments on the other side against the 
whole thing are invalid. 1 say, then, if I may 
be allowed to proceed, that the gentleman from 
Kentucky has appealed to his political friends to 
vote down theseamendments. What are the facts 
in the face of which the gentleman makes that ap- 
peal? They are, first, that the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury recommends the appropriation. They 
are, next, his admission that a majority of the 
House, which represents the people of the country, 
are also in favor of them. 

Now, then, Mr. Chairman, the suggestion which 
I want to make to him is this—and I do so with 
every kindness—that when the gentleman is ap- 
pealing to this side of the House to go against 
these amendments, for these reasons he should 
also appeal to his political friends to go in favor 
of that expressed opinion of the majority repre- 
senting the will of the people, as he admits it 
does. 

He admitted over and over again on this floor, 
that the majority in this House are in favor of 
these appropriations, and yet calls upon his polit- 
ical friends, and upon the principles of Democracy, 
too, to vote down the express will of the people, 
as expressed through their representatives here. 
Now, Lask, why is this? I fear that when we 
come to the other bill—the one for custom-houses 
and marine hospitals—that an appeal will be then 
made to his political friends to vote that down too. 

But what I desire to say most distinctly was, 
to present the fact to this House clearly, that here 
is an admission from the Committee of Ways and 
Means that a majority of the House is in favor of 
this amendment, and yet,they are striving to bring 
up their political friends to break it down. 

Mr. DEAN. lam opposed to the amendment, 
as well as to all other amendments, and desire a 
vote upon it. 

The question was taken upon the amendment 
to the amendment; and it was not agreed to 

The CHAIRMAN. The question recurs upon 


Mr. HIBBARD. They were all out of order. || the original amendment of the gentleman from 
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Kentucky, [Mr. Preston,] upon which tellers | appropriation because those for his own section of | 


have been ordered. 

Messrs. CAMPBELL &! d CHURCHWELL were ap- 
p inted tellers. s 

Mr. PRESTON. 
state to the House 
~ (Cries of ** Order!”? ** Order !’’) 

Mir. PRESTON. 1 know pretty well when | 
am in order 

| Renewed cries of ** Order !’’] 

Mr. PRESTON. And if the House desire it, 
| can make a speech, and delay the action of the 

mmittee; but that is not my wish. I ask either 
that the amendment be reported, or that the Chair 
crate to the committee the substance of it, that the 
committee may Know what the question is upon 
which they are about to vote. 

The CHAIRMAN, If there is no objection, 
the amendment will be reported again. 

(Cries of “* | object!’ * l object }?? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object, as it has already 
heen read a number of times, 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, I object to its read- ' 
ing again, because it has already been read twice, 
and because we all understand that we are to vote 
upon the custom-house and marine hospital 
amendment offered by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Preston. ] 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 68, noes 101. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The following clause was then read: 

To purchase a site for custom house at Providence, | 
Rhode Island, 224,000: Provided, That the entire eost of 


such site and building thereon shall in no event exceed the 
sum of 37 L000, 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to offer the 
following amendment to come in at the end of the 
clause just read: 


I would ask the Chair to 








Nor shall the site be purchased and the building be 
commenced until a contract shall be made with some com- 
perent and responsible person for the construction and com 
pletion ot said building within the sum hereby appro- 
priated. 

‘The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment and it was agreed to. 

Mr. DISNEY. I move to strike out so much 
of the bill as provides an appropriation for the 
custom-house at Providence, Rhode Island. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Rhode Island. I am opposed 
to the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Ohio. 1 hope that the appropriation for the cus- 
tom-house at Providence will beleftto stand upon 
its own merits, and that it will not be connected 
with other matters which are entirely extraneous. 
There have been $10,000,000 of revenue received 
at Providence since the year 1800, and there have 


been not over $10,000 expended there by way of || 
is || BreckinripGe| explains why that provision was | 


appropriation from the Government. There is 
now a large and increasing commerce in that city, 
which employs something like twenty or twenty- 
five revenue officers, of all kinds. Providence is 
now the second city in New England; and the 
building for which this appropriation is asked is 
intended to accommodate the post office, the court 
rooms, and the custom-house together. 

[ do not claim anything at the hands of the 
House far Providence which we are not entitled 
to. We have contributed this great amount tothe 
revenue of the country; and when gentlemen from 
other places, who are seeking appropriations for 
custom-houses at the points from which they come, 
can show that an equal amount of revenue has 
been raised at those ports, they will be entitled to 
have their objects considered in the same light. 
It was in this light, I presume, that the Committee 
of Ways and Means considered the case of Prov- 
— when they inserted this provision in the 
yi . 

The custom house at Providence is totally inad- 
equate to the wants of the business required to be 
done there. [tis a little square, brick building, so 
limited in its dimensions that they have been 
obliged to go up into the third story to accommo- 
date the officers employed in it. I hope most sin- 
cerely that whatever action is taken upon other 
matters, this appropriation will be allowed to 
stand upon itsown merits, The wants of the com- 
merce of that city, which is the second in New 
England, I repeat, imperatively demand that this 
custom-house should be constructed; and I hope 
the committee will not strike out this paragraph 
in the bill. 

I will say to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Diswey,] who seems to have antipathy to this 


country have not received the favorable action of 


the committee, that | have not, as an individual, 


opposed any of these appropriations for custom- 


houses, nor do | mean todo if, I believe they 
are designed for a beneficial purpose, and are ne- 
cessary to carry on the business of the country. 

It has been adduced in support of propositions 
which have been brought as amendments to this 
bill, that the buildings being erected were for the 
purpose of furnishing accommodations for court 
rooms and for post offices. I can say the same 
with reference to the building it is proposed to erect 
in Providence, that it is also designed for court 
roomsand for the accommodation of the post office 
in that city. | have only to add, that such are 
the waats of the custom-house business at Provi- 
dence, that it will be doing great injustice to strike 
out this provision of the bill; and [| trust it will 
not be done. 

Mr. DAVIS. 
tion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Rossins and 
CHAMBERLAIN were appointed. 

‘The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 53, noes 52 

So that clause of the bill was stricken out. 

Mr. PRESTON. I move to strike out from 
the one hundred and twentieth to the one hundred 
and thirty-fifth lines of the bill. 


The Clerk read the clauses proposed to be strick- 


I demand tellers upon the ques- 


| en out, as follows: ° 


To complete public buildings in New Mexico, $50,000. 

For the purchase of the lots or parcels of land, with the 
appurtenances and the buildings thereon, belonging the oue 
thereof to the Bank of Commerce, and the other thereof to 


| the Bank of the State of New York, and parucularly re 
| ferred to and described in two contracts, one with each of 


said banks, for the leasing and right to purchase, the same 
bearing date the 19th of August, le$3: Provided, ‘Tha! be 
fore the said purchase is made, the State of New York shall 
cede to the United States jurisdiction over said land and 
property, and shall by law exonerate the same, and the 
property of the United States thereon, from all taxes, levies 
and assessments thereon, whilst the same remains the prop 
erty of the United States, $530,000, 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, Does my colleague 
insist on his motion to strike that out? 

Mr. PRESTON. 1 do. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Well, we must have 
a division of the question. ‘The portion of the 
bill which my colleague proposes to strike out 
embraces two separate and distinct propositions. 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky will be divided. The ques- 
tion now is on striking out the first clause which 
has been read. 

Mr. ORR. I hope the question will not be 
taken until the gentieman from Kentucky (Mr. 


put into the bill. 

Mr. PRESTON. I have moved to strike it out, 
in order that we may hear the reasons for putting 
it in. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I hope the gentle- 
man from Kentucky will withdraw his mouon,as 
there is nobody here to represent New Mexico. 
It is a Territory 

Mr. PRESTON. 
gentleman to ask ? 

Mr. SMITH. | appeal to the gentleman from 
Kentucky to withdraw his motion to strike out 
this provision, for the reason that there is no one 
here to represent the Territory of New Mexico. 

Mr. PRESTON. IL insist on my motion. 

Mr. SMITH. Very weil, sir. 

Mr. PRESTON. fe has plenty of represent- 
atives on the other side of the House and in the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, Very well, I will sat- 
isfy the gentleman in a moment. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. Sefore the 
question is put on the motion of the gentlenian 
trom Kentucky, | move to amend that portion of 
the bill which 1s proposed to be stricken out, b 
striking out * $50,000,”’ and inserting ** $40,000” 
in lieu thereof; and ! will say in reference to this 
matter, that thereis no conceivable reason 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee is inerror. The amendment of the gentie- 
man from Kentucky is to strike out two lines. 

Mr. STANTON. And I have aright to amend 
the portion proposed to be stricken out. I say 





What do I understand the 





there is no conceivable principle upon which gen- 
; temen can claim any consistency in putting an 
appropriation in this bill for public buildings ady- 
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where that would not justify them in doimg the 
same with regard to these appropriations for pub- 
ic buildings already rejected by the committee. 
Mr. PRESTON. That is it. 
Mr. STANTON. And I say to the friends of 
public buildings in the West, that in order to get 


= 


justice, in order to foree—— 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I! make the point of order 
on my friend that he must speak to the amend- 
ment, and not go into general discussion. 

Mr. STANTON. I am speaking to my amend- 
ment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman must con- 
fine his remarks to his amendment. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. He must show why 
$40,000 should be inserted instead of $50,000 as 
the amount to be voted. 

Mr. STANTON. Very well. It is true that 
I am arguing the policy. ‘I am for reducing the 
appropriation. But 1 will withdraw my amend- 
ment and offer another. F 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object to its withdrawal. 

Mr. STANTON. Well, I think that the tenor 
of my remarks is in perfect accordance with the 
proposition | have made. 

I say that this appropriation ought not to be in 
this bill on the principle on which the others were 
rejected; that we ought to maintain that principle 
with regard toall appropriations of this class, and 
let them stand or fall together. ‘There is as much 


|, necessity for one as there is for the other. That 


is all | have to say upon the subject. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Lam opposed to the 
amendment. I hope that we shall be able to get 
along smocthly with this bill; and thatif from any 
quarter a disposition is manifested, because of the 
failure of certain provisions, to war upon all others, 
the House wil! not sustain any effort of that sort, 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. | beg leaveto 
say to the gentleman from Kentucky that | am in 
favor of all these provisions, and will vote for 
them all, either in this bill or out of it; and that I 
will vote for the bill whether they are in it or not. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I will explain to the 
committee the reason why the Committee of 
Ways and Means inserted this provision in the 
bill. The following is taken from the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury: 

“* New Mezico.—The estimate for the completion of the 
public buildings in the Territory is 850,000. The former 
appropriation has been sufficient to complete the founda 
tions of the State-house, and the purchase of some mate 
rials for the superstructure. The estimate is in accordance 
with the recommendation of the cominissioners of construc- 
uon. 

** The cost of these works has been much increased be- 
yond the original estimates by the great advance in the 
prices of labor and material.”’ 

Thatis the report of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury in reference to the Territory of New Mexico, 
which, as has been remarked, has no representa- 
tive upon this floor who is entitled to vote; and [ 
hope that if war be made on anf item, it will not 
be on this one. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, withdrew his 
amendment by unanimous consent. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I wish to ask the 
gentleman from Kentucky, who has just taken his 
seat, whether the Secretary of the Treasury, or any 
other person connected with the Executive Depart- 
ment of the Government, has recommended this 
ap rropriation ? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The Secretary of the 
Treasury does recommend it by the very report 
which | read to thecommittee. In Miscellaneous 
Document No. 5 the gentleman will find the views 
of the Department on the subject. 

Mr. PRESTON. Mr. Chairman, before the 
gentleman from Tennessee submitted his amend- 
ment, | moved to strike the section out. It was 
far from my intention to do so in any spirit of 
hostility to New Mexico; but it seems to me that 
the committee who, a few moments since, were so 
careful that they should put all public buildings 
in a separate bill, have certainly shifted their 
ground; for here we find appropriations for cer- 
tain public buildings inserted in this bill. The 
grounds assumed for the exclusion of the custom- 
houses is suddenly reversed, and they assert that 
it is exceedingly inappropriate to postpone this 
$50,000 appropriation until the next bill comesup, 
and that this is the only place in which it can be 
safely inserted. 1 do not see by what process of 
reasoning they arrive at this conclusion; and [ 

|| want to put all these appropriations fur public 
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iildines exactly on the same footing, and to let 
1 er id or fall together. i do it in no 
t of h y to any particular appropriation 
One t ipmogine hat there Ww some reason for 
W s the next proviston in ref- 
jew York assav office, and that it 
y for the purpose of securing the thir- 
tf thats ate tos ipport thecommittee 
iy partial legislation, to pass those two 
) , and thrust the residue of the House 
Iments aside. It is for that reason that I 

eto put them all upon the same footing. 
can ee any reason why an exemption 
be claimed for these two items in the gen- 
deficrency bill,and why they are not as much 
{ for separate original bill as any of 
‘ mi-hou and marine hospitals now 
edon. The $12,500 in the Louisville appro- 
iuon was for warming apparatus and affording 
I mfor to the hospitals, Why are the 
unen to be excluded from the benefits of this 
nil? The hospital is as necessary for the mariners 
heOhioriver as any court-house can be for New 
Mexico ldo not see any necessity whatever 
able to one which is not with the same forces 
je to the other: and lask that this com- 


ve, shall put all together in the last 
, and then see whether the Committee of Ways 


t d Vie are will fulfill the hopes held outtous 


by 
y and securing 1s passage, é 
Ithink that some of our friends have already 
een misled, and that they will find, when this 
bill comes up, there is no chance for it—that 
‘there is no balm in Gilead’’ [laughter] which 
will save it from destruction, but that it will sink 
here the gentleman from South Carolina [| Mr. 
Onn] had the frankness to say he intended to send 
it, and to that oblivion where the gentleman from 
rginia (Mr. Lerener}) has tinumated, by his 
roving nile, he intends giving his assistance 

to consign it. 
i fear, if we trust the committee, that the bill 


Vil ink forever 
+4 


and ese 


that it will be defeated forever— 
buildings will be left 


ument of what the 


an enduring mon- 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
Wentworrn) calls the picayune spirit of the De- 
mocracy 
Mr. WENTWORTH, (interrupting.) 
| Laugh er.] 
Mir. PRESTON, Lam reminded that the term 
used by the gentleman from Illinois is picayunian. 
{Luughter.] [did not know there was any such 


ot the eountry—_—— 


Pica- 


adjective in the language as picayunian, ‘How- 
ever, L presume it is an originality permissible 
here 

Vr. WENTWORTH, (interrupting.) TT want 
to set the gentleman from Kentucky right. I de- 


sired to save the Whigs from bringing that charge 


rainst the Administration. I am with the Ad- 


ministration, 


Mr. LETC 





I would like to inquire from 


my friend over the way [Mr. Preston} whether 
he is with the Administration? [{Laughter. ] 
Mr. PRESTON. My time is not very long, 


and | cannot spend itin answering such questions. 
So far, then, as this measure is concerned, | want 
myself of any charge of inimicality to 
interests of this Territory, in favor of which 
the gentleman who ts conducting this bill for the 
Committee of Ways and Means invokes the sym- 
pathy of the committee, | sympathize as much 
with the wants of the Territory of New Mexico 
as heean; and all I ask is that he may sympa- 
thize in the same manner with our merchants and 
I have said, Mr. Chair- 
man, all that L intended to say. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I ask the gentleman 
from New York to give way to me for a moment. 

‘Mr. Waxrsrince yielded the floor. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Mr. Chairman, I 
have only a remark or two to make. I have 
already explained to the committee the grounds 
onwhich the Committee of Ways and Means re- 
commended these appropriations. I do not now 
propose to go again over the subject. I merely 
wish, on behalf of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and on behalf of the House, to make a 
very brief response to the remarks of my col- 
league, [Mr. Presron,] in regard to the motives 
which he has supposed must have actuated the 
committee in putting some of these provisions 
into the bill. 


acoutt 


the 


mariners on the Ohio. 





Iam perfectly aware, Mr. Chairman, of the | 


responsibility which | have personally incurred 

in tlemptlin to conduct this bill through this 

iin e,aud lam also aware that 1 would be 

rior me, having the btli in cnarvge, to éen- 

ive eevant and heated dis¢ iol and il 

l were to enter into such discussion with any 
man, it certainly would not be with my friend at 

jileague. But l wish to call the attention of the 

committee to the desperate straits to which my 


league is now reduced since the fatiure of his 


attempt to weld the custom-house bill on the defi- 


ciency wvlii. 


In his extremity he has gone so far, 


and has so far forgotten himself—for he is not in 





vy such things—as to impute to 
the Committee of Ways and Means the unworthy 


motive ol attempting to conciliate the strong vote 


the habit ol doin 


of New York, by reporting in favor of the appro- 
priation for the purchase of the assay office in that 
‘ lat itis not necessary tor me to 
repel such insinuation on my own part, as weil 
is on the part of 

Mr. PRESTON. 


ask him to 


ity. lam sure t! 
the committee. 
W ill the gentleman allow me 


| + 
t expiain the 


reason why the com- 
mittee did report that appropriation? Let him go 


on and give us the reason. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Il addressed this com- 
mittee the day before yesterday for nearly half 
an hour, in explanation of the reasons which gov- 
erned the committee in putting In that provision, 
I have no additional reasons to give. Perhaps 
my colleague may suppose th it the reasons then 
” ven are not sufficient. If he does so suppose, 


ought he not at least to do so much justice to the 
motives of a committee of this House as to pre- 
sume that they were governed by proper purposes? 
Suir, I tell my colleague that coalitions have been 
formed here lately, but not by the Committee of 
Ways I regret the remarks of my 
colleague, for | consider them unbecoming to him- 
self and indecorous to the committee. 
nothing more to say. 


. 
and Means. 
Sir, | have 


The question was then taken on the amendment 
to the arnendment offered by the gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Presron;] and it was not agreed 
to, 

The Clerk then proceeded to read the remain- 
ing sections of the bill. The section providing 
for the purchase of the site of the assay office in 
New York having been read— 

Mr. PRESTON. I move Mr. Chairman, to 
strike out the section that has just been read. I 


desire to make a few remarks for the purpose of 


stating the reason why | makethis motion. The 
custom-houses which have been rejected as unfit 
for receiving appropriations In these bills were 
asked for by preceding acts of Congress, were 
ordered by preceding Congresses, and appropria- 
tions for them were voted in a deficiency bill here 
last year—— 

Mr. ORR, [interrupting.] In the deficiency bill? 

Mr. PRESTON. In the deficiency bill; I re- 
peat sir, the custom-houses were, after the original 
appropriations, continued by appropriations in 
the deficiency bill, to supply the deficiencies in 
their construction. My colleague,in reply to my 


question as to the motive of the committee for 


their course, says he has not an opportunity of 


replying, Why, sir, 
all that | have heard in thespeech of my colleague 
was more unsatisfactory, and a stronger reason 
against separating the measures than anything 
of the kind | would be able to utter myself. 

We all remember the dispute between New York 
and Philadelphia, whether a Mint should be estab - 
lished in New York. During the last year the 
Secretary of the Treasury entered into a lease for 
a building in the city of New York, for which he 
is to pay $53,000 a year rent, for the assay office. 
And then the Committee of Ways and Means 
come here and ask an appropriation for $530,000, 
under the guise of a deficiency. 


and refers me to his speech, 


The vote is, Mr. Chairman, to appropriate | 


$530,000 in order to buy out the Bank of Com- 
merce in Wall street, in order that the Mint may 
be ultimately established there; or in order, at least, 
that the assay office may be established there. I 
have voted for that Mint and assay office, and | 
will do it again, as an independent proposition. I 
tell the gentlemen from New York, and the gen- 
tlemen from Pennsylvania, in this House, that, as 
an independent proposition, I voted for it before, 
and will vote for it again. 

But the Committee of Ways and Means put 
into the deficiency bill this original appropriation 
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—for it is nothing else but an original appropria- 
lion—and they exclude the deficiencies for unfin- 
ished custom -houses, which, by all the legislation 
of the past in reference to them, are entitled to 
fair and just items in such a pill, 
r, | want to have this appropriation put 
in no better footing than our custom-houses. I 
do not admire that new system of economy by 
which the Committee of Ways and Means are to 
rebuke the President and the Secretary of the 
Treasury, or fit them to the Procrustean bed of their 
own novions. I do not want the custom-houses to 
be laid down on such a bed of public economy, 
and chopped off to suit the caprice of the commit- 
tee; while, on the other hand, it tacks on the apn- 
propriation for this New York assay office. Are 
the dozen custom-houses for which appropriations 
are asked calculated to decentralize trade from 
the great cities, and extend benefits to the people? 
Are we who advocate these appropriations at- 
tempting to establish custom-houses from mere 
extravagance? If the importers of Cincinnati, 
Pittsburg, or Louisville seek to save themselves 
from the cost of commissions and factorages which 
they are now subject to in the importing cities, by 
establishing direct trade, it is but a natural and 
proper desire on their part. It has been seen that 
the port of St. Louis and other ports have a large 
direct trade now, when a few years since they had 
none; and is this to be thrown away by refusing 
an appropriation for affording proper commercial! 
facilities? 

Now, sir, I submit to the committee if the cus- 
tom-houses out of the bill, and the assay office in 
the bill, are not on the same footing? The gen- 
tleman from South Carolina admitted that they are, 
| see, by the sanguinary smile of my friend from 
Virginia, that he thirsts after the blood of both; 
but I trust, although | desire that neither may 
have any preference that both may pass, but that 
both may stand or fall together. I think that no 
preference should be shown by the committee 
without some adequate reason, and I have heard 
none assigned. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I regret the motion of the 
accomplished gentleman from Kentucky to strike 
out the appropriation of the city of New York for 
an assay office. I haveno other knowledge of this 
measure than as it comes to us from the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. Sir, whatare the facts in 
this connection? By the authority of Congress the 
Secretary of the Treasury was authorized to pro- 
cure the necessary building for an assay office in 
the city of New York. In the exercise of his dis- 
cretion he has made a contract running fifteen 
years, with an annual rent of $53,000, making an 
aggregate,within a small fraction, of $800,000. One 
hundred thousand dollars has already been ex- 
pended in constructing the proper machinery to ena- 
bie this office todo the work required of it; certainly 
another hundred thousand dollars will be expended 
before the fifteen years have terminated. By the 
terms of the lease, these improvements and fix- 
tures will revert to the lessors at the expiration of 
this period, Here, then, by continuing as lessees 
we have an expenditure of a million of dollars for 
the rent of the building and the loss of our fix- 
tures. By the terms of the contract, the United 
States are at liberty to terminate the same for an 
amount a fraction over half a million of dollars, 
by which the General Government comes in pos- 
session of the property in fee, and it can at any 
time, whenever deemed advisable for the public 
interest, be sold to reimburse the orignal payment, 
and also give to the Government the benefit of 
its appreciation in value. Certainly, if we may 
judge from the experience of the last fifteen years, 
this advance could not be less than one hundred 
per cent. in the next fifteen years to come. I take 
this question just where it already exists. The 
contract is made; the Government faith is pledged; 
you can have the whole property in fee for 
$530,000, or you can have a lease of it, and the 
loss of your fixtures at the end of fifteen years, for 
$1,000,000. Viewed simply asa commercial trans- 
action, I believe it sound economy to terminate 
the lease and take the property, and so | believe it 
would be regarded by all good, practical, business 
men. , 

Sir, I deeply regret that, during the discussion 
of this question, any suggestion should be made 
that the city or State of New York is hostile to 
the legislation required by the wants of any sec- 
tion of the country. I shall the more regret it if 


be considered 


Now, 








man ere 


aA oA 


Se 



































































1854. 


this opinion shall gain credence on this floor. 
Identified with every village or hamlet in the 
intry, by ligaments of trade and interest, the city 
New York is interested in whatever develops 
growth or industry of any section of the coun- 
” Considering our popuiation and growth, the 
rd will demonstrate we have never obtruded 


aad claims on Congress to the Injustice of any of 
the other sections of the Union. The aggregate 
population of this country ts not yet twenty-five 
millions, one seventh of whom reside in our geo- 
vraphical State limits. The aggregate of personal 
and real property in the whole United States is 
eiglit thousand millions of dollars. The value of 
the property in the State of New York ts estimated 
+ttwelve hundred millions of dollars, showing 
our wealth as well as our population to be more 
than one seventh of the whole property of the 
United States. We have a capital invested for 
educational purposes of six million seven hun- 
dred thousand dollars, the best commentary of the 
estimate we place on the importance of diffusing 
intellizence and educating our people. The annual 
revenue from our taxes alone, in the city. of New 
York, may be estimated at eleven millions of dol- 
.rs—more than one half of the whole revenues of 
the General Goverment—a sum exceeding thirty- 
seven millions of dollars was received at the custom- 
house during the last year inthe city of New York. 
Fifty millions of dollars of foreign coin will be 
rought there this year by the four hundred thou- 
sand emigrants that will make this country the 
home of their adoption. A hundred millions of 
jollars from California and Australia will also be 
brought there during the next year, the greater 
portion of which will pass through the assay 
office, for which you have begun to provide. 
‘hrough this, and other channels, we hope to 
reculate the commercial exchanges of the world. 
Our National Treasury has now in its vaults thirty 
millions of dollars, more than half of it collected 
at the city of New York. I therefore respect- 
fully press upon the favorable action of the com- 
mittee, the sound economy of terminating the 
lease, taking the property, which hereafter may 
be sold, without loss, if the public interest should 
be promoted by such a course. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I would inquire whether it 
will be in order to amend the section before the 
question is taken upon the motion to strike out. 

The CHAIRMAN. It will be in order. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I move toamend by reducing 
the appropriation to one dollar. 

Mr. Chairman, | desire to say at the outset, to 
my friend from New York, that it is in no spirit 
of hostility to that measure that I oppose this 
appropriation in this bill. I shall vote for that 
appropriation in its proper place, but, at the same 
time | say it is due to those of us who have stood 
by the Committee of Ways and Means upon 
principle, that the gentleman from Kentucky, who 
represents the Committee of Ways and Means 
upon this bill, should join us in voting to strike 
out this provision of the bill. Sir, | was willing 
to go, and did go with him, in opposing this cus- 
tom-house amendment to the hazard of losing the 
‘ippropriation for an important work in my own 
section of country. And upon what ground? 
Upon the ground that we ought not to hazard the 
passage of a bill which was necessary to carry on 
the ordinary purposes of Government. Now, 
sir, | adhere to that principle. 1f [ mistake not, 
my friend from Kentucky {Mr. Brecxtnriner} 
made a special appeal to the House not to hazard 
the passage of the bill by voting for appropriations 
which are not necessary to carry on the ordinary 
purposes of the Government. 

Now, I appeal to that gentleman to stand with 
me in opposition to this measure, and to advocate 
with me the striking from the bill this appropria- 
tion—which certainly is not necessary for any 
such purpose—and Jet us confine this deficiency 
bill to those appropriations which are necessary 
for that purpose. I think a proper regard for con- 
sistency requires him to doit. I knowl am con- 
sistent when I take this course. I assure gentle- 
men that if they would reduce this bill to its proper 
sphere, they should at once strike out this measure, 
and place the matter beyonda doubt. Let us pass 
the bill containing only appropriations for legiti- 
mate and proper objects, and then let us consider 
and pass those other measures in a proper manner 
in @ separate bill. 


But, sir, gentlemen can no more stand here and 


insist upon retaining this provision of the bill than 
they could that forthe custom-housein Providence 


ms a 
Rhode Island. The committee have stricken o 

that; they have refused to make provision for any 
of the custom-houses in the country: aed now, u 


good faith, to be consistent with themselves, they 
are bound to strike out this appropriation Tor the 
benefit of the assay office in the « ity of New York 
That will be consistent with the vote already given 
rejecting the amendment of my friend from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Preston.} Reduce this bill down to 
what it ought to be, and make it a bill to provide 
for the necessities of the Government, and then 
we can give it an almost united support—both 


} 


Whigs and Democrats. Wecean then take up all 
these outside matters and vote upon t} em. ; 

Mr. COBL. | am opposed to the amendment 
offered by my colleague. Ele complains of the 
House for having striken out an appropriation for 
the custom-house at Providence, Rhode Island. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Bynomeans. I said it was 
right. | voted in favor of striking out that appro- 
priation. 

Mr. COBB. Well, my éolleacue holds that 
because that was stricken out it is the d ity of the 
House to strike out this provision also ’ 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I said, that to be consistent, 
the House mi 

Mr. COBB. Well, | am never governed in my 
votes here by what the House may do. I never 
allow my course to be eoverned by the action of 
the House. 

[ voted against striking out that appropriation 

for the custom-lhouse at Providence, Rhode Island. 
L found it in the bill as reported by the Commit- 
tee of Waysand Meat I intend to sustain that 
committee in my action upon this bill,and to vote 
to keep it in the shape in which they have report- 
ed it. 

As to this appropriation for the assay office in 
New York, | am opposed to striking it out upon 
principles of economy. I believe it is right; and 
| shall vote for it because I find it here, without 
rezard to the question whether it would be more 
appropriate to have it in another bill. [amalways 
ready to vote upon what is presented to me here 
for my consideration; and although | may believe 
that propositions presented here are improperly 
presented, still, when I am called toact upon them, 
1 will do it according to my best judgment. 

I find this appropriation here; | believe it to be 
right, and I shall support it. 1 voted for the es- 
tablishment of the assay office in New York. I 
fought for it for six years before we succeeded in 
getting it. 1 do not say this for the purpose of 
exciting my Pennsylvania friends, who are par- 
ticularly interested in opposing that measure. I 
have supported the Mint in Philadelphia, but, at 
the same time, | have been in favor of the estab- 
lishment of the assay office in the city of New 
York. I believe that it is economy to appropriate 
this money forthe purchase of these buildings, and 
I hope the committee will sustain the provision. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, I desire to amend the 
amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. No further amendment is 
in order. There is an amendment to the amend- 
ment already pending. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. CUTTING. I move to amend the pro- 
vision proposed to be stricken out by striking out 
the word ‘*thirty,’’ and inserting ‘* forty”’ in lieu 
thereof, so as to make the appropriation $540,000 
instead of $530,000. 

It has been objected, Mr. Chairman, by many 
gentlemen upon this floor, that this appropriation 
does not partake of the character of a deficiency; 
and in regard to that | have to observe, that at 
the last session of Congress the Secretary of the 
Treasury was authorized to procure, by lease or 
otherwise, grounds or buildings for the purpose 
of this assay office. Under that general authority 
he entered into a contract which, for the present, 
was a lease, and which also contained in it a stip- 
ulation for the benefit of the Government, of a 
purchase, and he recommends that that purchase 
shall be made. In order to procure those build- 
ings if he desired, Congress placed at his disposal 
$100,000, and no more. In order to carry out 
ihe purchase that he has contracted to make, and 
to make it, would take $530,000; and consequently 
the appropriation made for that purpose is alto- 

‘| gether deficient, and to make up the deficiency 


ist do it. 
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between the sum before appropriated and the one 
needed to carry out this contract, the committee 


recommend this item tn the deficiency bil 


One word more. This question Js trea ed, 
seems to me,in a pointort view ad ent aloge 
from w alii ought to ve L juestion is, shall 
we ie Sad te now [to t! c i enei t two va As ttt 

e vy of New Y rk, Or shall we ievisiate for 
the benefit of ; Government Wee he ben- 
efit of a provision in the contract by which we 
secure to this Government an advantageous pur- 
chase, and the result will be jast this: If wedo 
not buy from mistaken economy, or other motive 
not so creditable, we spail ve patd Out at the 
end of fifteen years in rent &795,000 and we shall 
have lost the whole cost of the buildir g¢, which 
amounts to at least $100,000, making an expend- 


iture in fifteen years of 4895,000, and not a grain of 


sand left afterwards belo ny to the Government 
toshowtheavails. Onthe other hand, take our sti 
ulation, and whatis the result? Wepay @530.000 
outotany money ubappronprt ted: and atthe er dot 
the term, by that singie expend re of titthe more 
than halfa million, we have building, land, and all, 
for less cost than the rent. Add interest upon the 
purcha se money for fifteen years, at the rate of five 
per cent , and the Government does pot pay in- 
terest on funds not in use, and the whole aggre- 
gate is $9°25,500—being a diflerence of 832,500 
only; and for that $32,500 we own, aa | observed 
before, in fee-simple the whole property; whereas 
by paying rent, you have not got a brick, ora 
crain of sand belonging to you. Who will ewn 
it? Who but the banks? And itis a bonus to 
these two institutions, at the end of fifteen yea i, 
over and above their rent of the whole land, or of 
the building. That is just the state of this ques- 
tion. 

One word as to Pennsylvania. Philadelphia 
has grown, Mr. Chairman, to be a magnificent 
city. The last census, if | remember correctly, 
gave her some four hundred and fifty thousand 
or four hundred and sixty thousand people. In 
my judgment she has grown to be too large, and 
ouzht to be far above the small considerations 
which seem to operate here. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Mr. Chairman, I do 
not rise for the purpose of discussing the merits 
of this appropriation. My purpose simply is to 
show the real position occupied here by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means in relation to it, and 
to relieve that committee from the position in 
which my friend [Mr. Preston] has so ingeni- 
ously placed it. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I rise to a pom of 
order. My pout of order is, that 1 do not under- 
stand the gentleman from Kentucky |Mr. Breex- 
INRIDGE]| as speaking in opporition to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Curtine. | 

Mr. CUTTING. I withdraw my amendment 
so that the gentleman from Kentucky can make 
inother amendment and speak to it. — 

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. The gentleman 
from New York asks leave to withdraw his 
amendment. Has he the unanimous consent of 


the committee for that purpose? 

Objection was made; and the amendment was 
therefore not withdrawn. 

Several MemBers. Whatis the amendment ? 

The CHAIRMAN pro lempore ‘The amend 
ment isto strike out the word ‘*t} irty,”” in the 
one hundred and thirty-fifth line, and to insert 
‘* forty,’’? which would make it read ** five hundred 
and forty thousand dollars,’’ 
hundred and thirty thousand 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Weil, I am opposed 
to that. 

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. To bestrictly 


in order, the gentleman should confine himself to 


instead of ** five 


the discussion of the reasons why $540.000 should 
not be appropriated instead of $530,000. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I submit. Mr. Chair- 
man, that it would be very hard, after the latitude 
that has been allowed to members in this debate, 
and after the remarks that have been made, not to 
be allowed to make a brief explanation 1 have 
not troubled the committee much, and I merely 


wish to explainin behalf of the Committee of 


Ways and Means. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I have no objection 
gentieman from Kentucky being perm ted some 
latitude on the subject of these custom-houses 


The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. The present 
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occupant of the Chair is only temporarily fulfilling 
that duty; and if the question is made at any time 
or to enforce the rule, and to keep 
to the explanation of, or reply 
W ith 


imous consent of the « smimittlee, the ven- 


ence 
ventlemer trrictly 
ndment before the committee. 
Tne t l 
tleman from Kentucky may now proceed to make 

Vr. BRECKINRIDGE. Ido not care now, 
Mr. Chairman, to make the remarks L intended. I 
shall seek some other ume in the discussion of the 
bill to make the explanation I desired. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I hope the gentleman from 
Kentucky will proceed with his explanation. | 
have no objection to his deviating from the strict 


the ex; mn he desires 


rule, Other gentlemen have been allowed to do so, 
and of course the same latitude should be extended 


to him. 
‘The question was then put on the motion of the 
gentleman from New York, {M r.Curt ING;] which 
was not avreed to. 
Mr. BISSELL. 


out the words 


I move to amend by striking 
‘five hundred and.”? The posi- 
tion which | have occupied in reference 
matter may be known by the fact t 


to this 
hut when the 
former deficiency bill was pending I voted for that 
In committee, while attached to the 
bill, | voted for the bill inthe House. Bat, sir, 
so | also voted for the other provisions while the 


rovision. 


same bill comprising them was pending. I voted 
for the bill with these provisions in. Some of 
these provisions | have now voted against, as | 
shall vote azainst this one, for the reason that it 


is, in my judgment, in the wrong place now. 

The only point upon which [| differ with the 
committee in the action which they have taken 
upon this subject, is the one of inserting this pro- 
vision in this bill; and if there is anything in the 
bill which will endanger it, it is this. Has this 
committee considered that of the $5,400,000, the 
ogevregate amount of appropriations made in this 
bill, considerably more than one fifth of the whole 
is for the purchase of these two banking houses; 
and yet we are told that it is a deficiency bill, and 
that there is a great necessity for its passage. A 
deficieney bill! And how does the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Currine] make it sach? He 
tells us that the Secretary of the Treasury has 
madeabargain; that he has rented one or both of 
these buildings; and now, finding that hecan make 
a better bargain, he proposes to Congress that the 
bargain be rescinded, and the Secretary be permit- 
And that makes this 
appropriation a deficiency, does it? The deficiency, 
in my estimation, if it exists anywhere, exists 
with the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Sir, let this deficiency be placed in the other bill, 
where it properly belongs. There is no haste, and 
no oceasion for haste, in regard to this matter. 
We have, if | remember aright, one and a half 
years in which to close with this contingent bar- 
cain, which has been entered into by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, in relation to these two banking 
houses, 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. As I under- 
stand the amendment of the gentleman from IIli- 
nois, it leaves wm the billa part of this appropri- 
ation. Lam opposed to that amendment for that 
reason, because | consider that the whole of the 
appropriation is wrong, according to the decision 
of the House heretofore made, in refusing to put 
the custom-honse appropriations into the bill. 

I desire, further, simply to say that I shall vote 


ted to make another bargain. 


for this assay office appropriation, whenever it | 


shall come up in the other bill. I would have 
voted for it here, because I consider it right, if the 
other propositions in reference to custom-houses, 
equally right, as | believe, had been put into the 
bill. But,as gentlemen have excluded them upon 
a pointof principle, and as no man can show what 


principle of right requires that the one proposition | 


should be included in this bill and the other ex- 
clnded—if they be equally reasonable in them- 
selves—I am obliged, to be consistent, to vote to 


exclude the proposition under discussion, in order | 


that it may be introduced into the other bill, and 
form an additional inducement to bring it forward 
for successful action. 


The question was then taken upon the amend- 


ment offered by Mr. Brssevi, and it was not | 


agreed to. 


Mr. FLORENCE was recognized by the Chair. 
Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I believe I have 


the floor. My opinion is, that in respect to the 





lease—— 

A Voice. Make an amendment. 

Mr. BAYLY. 1 am going to offer an amend- 
ment. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is only in 
order by offering an amendment 
Mr. BAYLY. 


| suppose I can tell what my 
amendment ts. 


I desire to say that the amend- 
ment which I intend to offer is one for which we 
have a precedent, in a case similar to this. I do 
not desire to reduce my amendment to a precise 
technical form, until I can see how to frame it, 
that it may read correctly in connection with the 
bill; but the substance of it is toauthorize the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to get clear of this lease 
upon such terms as will not be detrimental to the 
public service. 

| beg leave to say here that we have a prece- 
dent for such action in a similar case. The Atian- 
tic warehouses were rented injudiciously and im- 
properly, and the Committee of Waysand Means 
at the time recommended that we should get clear 
of those leases; and they used upon that occasion 
the same arguments precisely as are made now. 
‘They wished to get rid of the leases, and obtain 
private warehouses instead of public ones. 

In the present matter | think the point is just 
this: that it is perfectly true, if this lease is to con- 


tuunue, and if Congress does not mean to get rid of 


it, we had better buy the property. In that respect 
| perfectly agree with the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and | fully agree with my friend from 
New York (Mr. Currine] also in that respect. 
Itis wisdom to purchase this property, or make 
some amendment here with a view to get clear of 
this injudicious lease. The proposition to my 


mind, as a practical man, isclearly a properone. If 


we mean to maintain the lease, we had better take 
advantage of the alternative given to us in the con- 
tract to purchase the property, for it is demon- 
strable that such a course will be a saving to the 
Government in the end. But it occurs to me that 
the first action of this committee in respect to 
this matter should be to first ascertain whether 
wecan get rid of the lease. If we can, we had 
better not buy the property, in my opinion, but 
wash our hands of the whole transaction. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I desire to know if we can 
get clear of that lease in any way? 

Mr. BAYLY. Wecan negotiate and get clear 
of it just exactly as we negotiated and got clear of 
the lease that Walker made for the Atlantic ware- 
houses. But wedo not desire to discard this con- 
tract. Wedo not desire to turn our backs upon 
it, as improper as we thought it was; but we ought 
to do one of two things, either to take some 


steps to get clear of the lease, or to buy the prop- | 


erty. Prudence and economy dictate that, unless 
we vet rid of it, we sheuld buy the property. I 
think we may, by negotiation, obtain relief from 
the contract. At any rate, I do not think that the 
appropriation 1s in its proper piace here in the 
deficiency bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am opposed to the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Virginia. I 
will state that the warehouse which was rented 
by Mr. Waiker was not the property of the Gov- 
ernment. I think, therefore, that my friend from 
Virginia is mistaken in relation to the power which 
has been exercised at any time in regard to that 
matter. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Bayty’s 
amendment, and it was rejected, 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 
sition now before the committee? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itisa proposition to strike 
out the clause of the bill providing for the pur- 
chase of the lease of the buildings for the assay 
office in New York city. 

Mr. ORR. If the gentleman from Kentucky 
[Mr. po spa e will yield the floor to me, 
I will offer an amendment so as to make the gen- 
tleman in order in replying toit. I move to reduce 
the appropriation two dollars. I occupy, with 


| reference to this bill, the same position very | 





near! 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 
tleman from South Carolina offered the amend- 
ment for my benefit. [ Laughter. ] 
Mr. ORR. I certainly did, and I thought that 
the gentleman wanted something to oppose, and 


What is the propo- | 


I thought the gen- | 


, sure but it was a judicious move. 





with my friend from Illinois, [Mr. Bisseuz,) for 
when this proposition came before the House { 
voted for it upon the yeas and nays. I believe j; 
was the weight of that appropriation that 
materially in breaking down the bill; and | be. 


aided 


lieve that this appropriation now, if it is por 
stricken from the bill, wiil do more to sink it than 
any one single item init. I have not €Xamined 
this matter very minutely or particularly since; 
but | doubt now whether the vote which I then 
cast was & correct one, and it is for that reason 
that I desire to get some information from the gen. 
tleman from Kentucky, so as to relieve the doubts 
which! havein regard tothis matter. Atallevents 
whether the information is satisfactory or not, { 
am in favor of striking out this appropriation 
from the deficiency bill, which can just as welPbe 
inserted in the civil and diplomatic bill. This ap. 
propriation, as a deficiency, ought not to be in 
this bill. Ido not think that the Secretary has 
exercised a judicious discretion in making the 
contract. Tam in favor of repudiating the con- 
tract, if the Government is not bound by the bond: 
and | desire to inquire of the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr BreckinripGe} if the papers have 
been executed in such a manner between the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury and these parties owning 
the property, as will preclude the Government 
from repudiating the contract? If we are in that 
position, then | have no doubt that itis expedient 
that you should purchase the site at $530,000, 
rather than that we shou!d pay $53,000 per annum 
for fifteen years. | think the Secretary exceeded 
the discretion which Congress intended to vest in 
him at its last session; for it was never imagined 
that he, in renting or leasing, would, upon his own 
responsibility, attempt to bind the Government 
absolutely for fifteen years, or force us to purchase 
the property. He has placed the Government in 
a position that we are compelled to pay $530,000 
for the purchase of the site, or to pay $53,000 per 
annum for fifteen years. Will the gentleman from 
Kentucky give me the information which | have 
indicated ? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. If the gentleman will 
look at the law of the last session, he will observe 
that it confers upon the Secretary the authority to 
lease property for an assay office. 

Mr. ORR. But not for fifteen years. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The law does not 
limit the time, and the authority is clear. ‘Then, if 
the gentleman will examine the contract made for 
the lease of this ground, he will observe that the 
Goverment are bound to pay this rent for fifteen 
years, unless they purchase the site. The papers 
are at my desk, and any gentleman who desires 
can examine them, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. What authority 
had the Secretary to make any such contract? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The lease was made 
in pursuance of the law of the last session. 

Mr. SMITH. But does that law confer upon 
him the authority to make such a contract for fif- 
teen years? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The law confers the 
authority because it makes no limit. Now, sir, 
I desire to make a single remark, and itis the last 
I shall make in connection with this provision. I 
do not intend to say one word as to the propriety 
or impropriety of adopting it, but only to relieve 
myself and the Committee of Ways and Means 
from the position whith my colleague, (Mr. Pres- 
ToN,} and some other gentlemen who have spoken 
to the same point, have placed us. 

Il was somewhat amused at the course of my 
colleague after the defeat of his custom-house 
amendment. He fairly took the wind out of the 
sails of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, | Mr. 
FLorence,] who had intended to father the op- 
position to the assay office. Whether it was for 
the purpose of making a graceful retreat, or 
whether it was a maneuver to secure good com- 
pany for his custom-houses, I will not undertake 
to say. If the latter was the intention, | am not 
He knows 
very well that if the House vote this provision out 
of the bill, that gentlemen from New York will 
endeavor to get it putin somewhere else. It might 
very well come into the custom-house bill; and if 
the gentleman can get an appropriation for an 
assay office in New York attached to the bill for 
the benefit of custom-houses and marine hospitals, 


|| that the amendment would afford him that oppor- jj the maneuver would not by any means be a bad 
|| tunity in reply to me. I occupy the same position || one. We have had some experience in this House 
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of the success of these coalitions; and if this is the 
intention of my colleague, the move has been well 
made. But, sir, I will not advise these gentlemen 
to take this course; | merely throw out the sug- 


But, sir, my colleague in the course of his re- 


marks attacked with great vigor this measure, as 
a favorite one of the Committee of Ways and 


Means. Not at all. I have explained before to 
the committee the origin of this amendment, and 
thecunnection the Committee of Waysand Means 
have had with it. It was notin the bill as origin- 
ally introduced bythem. It was introduced upon 
the motion of the gentleman from New York, { Mr. 
Haven,| though the committee, for reasons which 
have been given, supported the amendment after 
it had been offered. ‘The committee did put it 
in this bill; but do not gentlemen know that in 
framing this bill the committee have not been gov- 
erned by their own views as to the propriety or 
impropriety of provisions contained in the old bill, 
but by the expression of the wishes of the House 
es given by their votes upon the different items? 
The House, by a very large majority, voted in 
favor of this measure, and the Committee of Ways 
and Means, therefore, put it in the bill, not as in- 
structing the House, but as being instructed by it. 


= 
re 


[he provision is now before you, and it is en- 
tirely iromaterial to me whether you put it in the 
bill or reject it. l only say to the gentleman from 
New York, that he need have no fear as to the fate 
of thisappropriation. It mustpass. If itdoes not 
pass now, it will at some other ume.. Itis only a 
question of time and place. If it is stricken out 
of this bill, it will be inserted in the custom-house 
bill; or failing there, it will certainly go into the 
general appropriation bill, The Government is 
pledged either to pay the rent for fifieen years or 
to make the purchase; and it is clearly a matter 
of economy for us to make the purchase. 

Now, in reference to the appeal made to me by 
the gentleman from Alabama {Mr. Puixuips] to 
withdraw the provision from the bill, | have to say, 
that | have no authority to do any such thing. I 
have no authority to change the line of policy 
marked out by the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Will you vote for striking it 
out of the bill? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. No, sir, I will not 
vote to strike itout. I shall vote for the appro- 
priation in good faith; but, as 1 said in the outset, 
I do not intend to discuss the proposition, It is 
before the committee, and it is immaterial to me 
whether they put it in or strike it out, 

The question was taken, and Mr. Orr’s amend- 
ment was not agreed to. 

Mr. LETCHER. As I think all legislation 
ought to express the true facts of the case, | move 
to amend by adding, at the end of the paragraph 
proposed to be stricken out, the following words: 

‘* The said apprepriation having been made necessary in 
consequence of two unwise contracts made by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury.’? [Laughter. ] 

It seems to be pretty generally conceded on all 
sides of the House, by the Democrats as well as 
the Whigs, that these contracts were very unwise 
and injudicious; and if this appropriation shall be 
voted, it will be voted under that settled convic- 
tion. Now, it seems to me that there is a pro- 
priety in putting upon the face of every act the 
true state of the facts, as near as they can be as- 
certained, which led to its passage. It strikes me, 
therefore, that this amendment would come in 


bt properly here, and will explain this whole 
afiair. 


Mr. DEAN. I do not propose to debate this | 


bill or any of the amendments. It seems to me 


that we are all prepared to vote upon this question, || 


and I therefore ask for a vote upon it. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Lercuer’s 
emendment to the amendment; and it was re- 
jected. 

Mr. FLORENCE, I move to reduce theappro- 
priation to one dollar. 

Mr. Chairman, if I could but divest myself of 
the position that I occupy, as a Representative 


from Philadelphia, and assume the position that | 


desire to occupy upon this floor, simply as a 
member wishing to promote an economical ex- 
penditure of the public money, I presume the 
remarks which [| am about to make would havea 


give me credit for sincerity, being satisfied that I 
can present facts which cannot be controverted 

] desire, in the first place, to protest against this 
appropriauion being considered a deficiency. | can- 
not, for the life of me, understand how the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means can torture this prop- 
osition to appropriate $930,000 into a deficiency, 
when the amount first appropriated for this pur- 
pose was simply $100,000. In order that we may 
go along properly and smoothly, I will at this 
point read the section of the bill making an ap- 
propriation for the establishment of this assay 
office at New York which was passed at midnight, 
or at two or three o’clock in the morning of the 
4th of March, 1853; for be it known—I desire the 
country and the new members of this House to 
know it—that that proposition 

Mr. DEAN. Willthe gentleman allow me one 
word ? 

Mr. FLORENCE. No, sir. 

Mr. DEAN. Did not the gentleman vote for it ? 

Mr. FLORENCE. That amendment came 
into the House some time in the morning of the 
4th of March. I do not now recollect the precise 
hour, but it was after the five-minute debate had 
been closed on the civil and diplomatic bill; and 
the amendment was not even read when the com- 
mittee of conference between the two Houses 
made their report upon that bill. 

Now, I say that that appropriation was intend- 
ed to be final, and I will prove it by the reeord 
that I have before me, and by the declarations 
made upon this floor by members from the city 
of New York. Out of their own mouths I intend 
that they shall be condemned. ‘The section for 
the establishment of the assay office at New York 
reads thus: 








‘* For carrying into effect the provision in this act estab- 
| lishing an assay office in the city of New York, in addition 
to the charges authorized to be received, $100,000 is hereby 
appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not other 
| wise appropriated. ”’ 


Now, sir, the gentleman of the Committee of 
| Ways and Means having charge of this bill, gave 
me the paternity of this opposition; but 1 do not 
| think that I am entitled to it, nor do I deserve or 
desire especial commendation or notice because 
of the course I have, from a sense of duty, pur- 
sued in relation to this appropriation. | regard 
| it extravagant and unnecessary, for reasons that 
| I shall proceed as briefly to state as my very lim- 
| ited time will permit. ° 

When we considered this whole subject, a day 
| or two ago, I attempted to show that the cost of 

the support of the assay office was greater than 
| any one had the most distant possible idea of. | 
gave figures to prove that the cost of conducting it 
was more than $100,000 per annum, and urged 
that no public necessity required or justified such 
an expenditure. Noone, in the most extended 
view he dared take of this subject, when it passed 
the House a little more than a year ago, conceived 
that more than $100,000, the amount appropriated, 
or even that amount, would be required to con- 
| summate the object of the law. Why, take its 
phraseology, and we find that this sum was ap- 
propriated to the purpose; and it was then inti- 
mated it would be more than was necessary, be- 
cause a portion of the custom-house in New York 


would be or could be made available for the pur- | 


| pose of assaying gold which would be brought to 
it. Besides the objection urged against the enor- 
mous expense—which was alleged to be $30,000— 
of the transportation of bullion to the parent Mint 
at Philadelphia, was the principal, indeed almost 
| the only substantial argument adduced in support 
of it. Now, what is the reality now presented to 
(us. The really enormous sum of $530,000 is 
asked for these bank buildings, $46,400 for sala- 
ries of officers, &c., and 
[Here the hammer fell. ] 


Mr. WALKER. Mr. Chairman, I have no 


desire to occupy the time of the committee in 





| reference to the general question of the bill. What 


1 have to say will be in allusion particularly to 
what fell from the gentleman from Alabama, [ Mr. 
Puituips,} as to the reason why this appropria- 
tion for the assay office in the city of New York 
should be made an exception to the appropria- 
tions for custom-houses, which were, by a vote of 
the committee, ruled out from this bill. Theground 
I shall take on that point is this: The great, the 


better effect upon the House. Still I solicit the || ruling necessity for this appropriation for the estab- 
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one which relates mainly to that city and its inter- 


ests. The question is a national one. The estab- 
lishment of that assay office would be a matter of 
nationaleconomy. There would bea saving of from 
845,000 to $55,000 per annum in the tr ansportation 
of gold to and fram Philadelphia, and the interest 
on the money for the period during which it is 
delayed. The whole amount of gold received in 
New York during the last year was something 
hke $60,000,000. The cost for its transportation 
to and from Philadelphia is at the rateof seventy- 
five cents on the $1,000; and there would then be 
an absolute expenditure of $45,000 per year. 
That is not lost to the city of New York: itis a 
loss to the revenue of the United States, which 
would be paid into the assay office in ingots. It 
1s a loss to the people of the United States in the 
aggregate; and that being so, it strikes me that it 
is a consideration which renders the insertion of 
this clause in this bill reasonable and just. It 
ought not to be an exception. P 

Mr. HIESTER. I move that the committee 
do now rise, 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. If we cet a vote on 
this we shall easily pass the other items. 

The question was put on the motion that the 
committee rise; and, on a division, there were— 
ayes 69, noes 84. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I ask for tellers upon the 
motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Waueeter 
and Worre appointed. 

The quesuon was then put; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 76, noes &5. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

The question then recurring upon the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
(Mr. Frorence,} it was put; and the amendment 
was not agreed to. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I move an amend- 
ment to reduce the sum five dollars, and | make 
the amendment in order to say to the committee, 
that as they have voted down a proposition to get 
clear of this lease for these buildings, | think a 
clear case is made in favor of purchasing the prop- 
erty. That is al) | have to say upon the subject. 

A Voice. That is richt. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. But the cen- 
tleman from Virginia before said that the appro- 
priation for this purchase ought not to be in this 
bill, at any rate, but should be put in the other 
bill. 7 

Mr. WITTE. I desire to say a word in op- 
position to the amendment offered by the gentle- 
man from Virginia, [Mr. Bayty,} but by no 
means to indorse the reasons which he assigned 
for it. 

It is well, perhaps, that this committee should 
understand that the amendment now before it, in 
reference to the assay office in New York, is one 
of considerable importance—important not only 
to this House, but to thecountry. The committee 
will agree with me, that much has been said here, 
when amendments have been offered, contempla- 
ting additional appropriations for custom-houses, 
and marine hospitals, in sums involving but one 
or two thousand dollars, in any one case. But 
here we have a direct proposition to vote intothis 
bill, under the name, and in the guise of a deii- 
ciency, an appropriation of more than half a mil- 
lion of dollars. Now, sir, there are weighty 
reasons why this amendment should not remam 
in the bill, and the country ought to know it, 
There are important reasons why this subject 

| should be cole a subject for the special legistation 
of this House, and the country ought to know 
that. I will state one or two of them briefly. 

I know the capacity of the parent Mint at Phil- 
adelphia. I know the cost of that institution. It 
was $250,000. I know its competency now to do 

jall the work required of a mint, and more. | 
know that the hands at that Mint are not now 
fully employed. I know that $100,000 were ap- 
propriated at the last Congress for the establish- 
ment of an assay office in the city of New York, 
and | know that, at that time, the friends of that 
measure stated that such sum would be all that 
would be required. Now, an additional appropri- 
ation of $530,000 is asked for. Vhat circumstance 
may well attract the attention of the House and of 
the country. 

I do not propose to enter into that discussion 


. \}now; but will do so at the proper time. But 
attention of the committee, desiring members to || lishment of an assay office in New York city is not | 


this point I desire to state to the committee and 
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e country: Is it well, is it prudent, is it wise, 
41 ecor om cal in this Administration, or in any 
Administration, that one and a half millions of 

“ar ecause that will be the effect of the 
rnendmeuntl, adopted— hould be appropriated 
yt e establishment of an assay office in the city 

New Lork, when the parent Mint at Phiinde 

nhia, competent to do all the business required, 


but a quarter of a million of dollars, and 1s 


now but partially employed? 
i here 


av | 
may t 


cood reasons why this committee 


e 
iould consider earnestly and respectfully the 
itement of my honorable friend, [Mr. Breck- 

yrapGe,} the member of the Committee of Ways 

ind Means. It is important that this committee 


ould behave with becoming dignity to the Sec- 
Treasury; and | impute no improper 


motive to him, nor do | impute any improper mo- 


etary of the 


tives to the Committee of Ways.and Means. I! 
leve that the committee considered themselves 
if warranted in introducing this amendment into 


he bill; and tt may be exceedingly important for 
the bill, the friends of the Adminis- 
and espe sally those gentlemen who have 
professed so much sympathy and so high a sense 
at towards 
he Capitol extension, and the employees of the 
Government generally, to know how far they may 
success of the bill by su flering an 


. ‘ ? ' 
ne trienas oi 


trauvion, 


justice the laborers engaged here upon 


endanger the 


amendment toremain in itso momentous in Its con- 
sequences; involving, as it does, an appropriation 
of more than half a million of dollars made, under 
circumstances exceedingly doubtful, and which 


ought to be made the subject of spectal legislation 
{ repeat what I said at the commencement 
of my remarks, that this is an important measure. 


nere,. 


saul that this Administration desires to collect 


the revenues of the country with the greatest re- 
rard for economy, and I do them justice in say- 
ing that | believe them to be sincere in this; but 


remember if this isto furnish, in the slightest de- 
rree, extra additional pay for employees, and those 
engaged in the collection of the revenue, let it be 
charged to that account, and not to the account of 
the assay office Let it be placed upon its own 
basis, that we may have no special or indirect 
p>! leading in leo lation. 


I do not charge this upon 
the 


believe they are per- 
fectly sincere in what they have rec Geuteniniiel: 

There is another word which | desire to say in 

this connection, and it is this: My honorable 

friend from New York, (Mr. Wacsrince,} for 

whom I have a personal regard, | think is some- 

what mistaken in the position he took upon this 

subject. [ desire here to make a remark in refer- 

, ence to the argument of my friend from Virginia, 
[Mr. Bayny.] He proposed that we should ab- 

‘ovate the contract in relation to the purchase of 

If it true—and I have no 
ason to doubt the word of the gentleman, be- 
cause | know he is competent to judge—that this | 
purchase might be considered as a business oper- 
ation, an exceedingly advantageous and profitable 
transaction, then there can be no difficulty about 
the nature of the lease, or it may be 
selling oat for a very handsome premium. I will 
say this, and I say it with a particular knowledge 
f what Lam saying, because | have some little 
roguaintance with the geography of New York, 
that one tenth part of the sum in question will 
purchase a lot three times as large as the one in- 
olved in the contract, and which will be no fur- 
ther from the business center of the city than the 
present Mint is from the business of Philadel- 

a 

| Here the hammer fell.} 

The question was then taken on Mr. Bayty’s 
amendment; and it was rejected. 

Vir. FLORENCE. I move to strike out the 
words ‘five hundred and thirty thousand dol- 
lars,’’ and insert the word **two.’”’ 

The gentleman from New York, when I last had 
the floor, asked me if | voted for this assay office. 
I tell him emphatically that J did not. 1 struggled 
as hard as any individual could upon this floor, 
on the last night of the second session of the 
Thirty-Second Congress, to defeat it; and I assure 
him if others had used the same zeal and industry 
which I then did,it never would have had an ex- 
istence—but let by-gones be by-gones. 1 haveno 
eriefs to express. ‘I come to bury Cesar, not to 
praise him, W hen this subject of the establish- 
ment of an assay office in New York, or rather 
the branch Mint—for it is, in fact, the same thing | 


committee, beceuse I 


these butldings. be 


ret 


changing 
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—was under consideration during the last moments 
the of C to that an 


ravagant appropriation was notanticipated for 


of last sé 
ext 
that purpose, it will be recollected by all—— 

Vr. HIBBARD. 
There is an amendment pending. 

Mr. FLOREN( I only wish to st 
which I fear the gentleman does not relish. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thecentleman from Penn- 
sylvania (Mr. FLorence] is not in order, and 
must take his seat. 

** Question !”’ ** Question !’"] 

‘The amendment was again reported. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Now, sir, after this inter- 
ruption, my five minutes begin, | suppose? {Laugh- 
ter. | I ask that the ee will ge 
little upon this oceasion, for | | 


the truth of congressional history, and show strong 


sSStONn ongress, show 


I call the gentleman to order. 


te facts, 


| Lo id cries of 


committ Indu me a 


ropose to vindicate 


reasons why thisappropriation should not be made. 
I shall do that, if gentlemen will permit me to in- 
dulge in a pretty large latitude of debate; if not, I 
may as well take my seat—— 

{Cries of **Go on!”? **Go on 7?) 

Mr. FLORENCE. Well, sir, to resume. I am 
opposed to this proposition, as a matter of econ- 


omy, which has been so strongly urged as a rea- 
son why the ay ppropriation ot $530, 000 ought to 
pass, and | hope I may be considered In order in 
to that point. We are seriously 
told that the Secretary of the Treasury 
has made economical for leasing this 
property, at the rate of $53,000 a year fora pe d 
of fifteen years, me aking in the whole period, if | 
recollect the gentleman’s statement, for I have’ not 
made thecalculation myself, the sum of $795,000, as 
the sum which will have been expended when the 
ease shall have terminated, and has secured the 
privilege of buying it in fee-simple for $530,000. 
[am compelled to candidly aeknowledge that I, 
at least, cannot understand the principle of econo- 
my involved in this transaction, nor do I exactly 
understand how other gentlemen can. Hence I 
am in favor of striking out this appropriation, and 
at this time of only making provision for the pay- 
ment of the rent merely, because if we are to con- 
tinue the assay office in New York thee xpense, 
in addition to the 453,000 every year for carrying 
iton, will amount to the large sum of $174,000, or 
thereabouts, making in fifteen years an expendi- 
ture of $2,500,000. Now, I do not think this is 
a measure of economy much to be applauded. It 
would be, however, wise and economical to pay 
this sum of $53,000 to the Bank of Commerce, or 
Bank of New York, shut up the building, pay for 
the transportation of the bullion to Philadelphia, 
have the gold assayed and refined there, and still 
the Government would be largely the gainer by 
the operation. | 

Mr. WALKER. 1 would like to know how 
the gentleman makes out that the Government 
would be a gainer by such a course? 

Mr. FLORENCE. If I have time I will ex- 
»lain to the gentleman. 


: pe iking 


ravely 


and 


an contract 


Mr. WALKER. I hopethe gentleman will 
explain, because | dispute the assertion. 
Mr. FLORENCE. I will, more clearly, if the 


gentleman is not convinced; but before I do so I de- 
sire to say a word to my friend from New York, 

[Mr. Wacsrince,]} who advocated the passage of 
this appropriation, upon the ground, that if the 
Government made provision for the purchase of 
this property, they could sell it at the end of fifteen 
years, and get $1,000,000 more than we now pro- 
pose by this bill to give for it. Now, sir, 1 do not 
agree with the gentleman, that it is proper, nor is 
it the province of this Government, to enter into 
the real estate business; but if we are to enter upon 
such a speculation it would be better to sell the 
property at once, or rent it out atan advance, and 
get a percentage upon it; because you would there- 
by obviate the necessity of pay ing the rent, an d you 
would save, besides, the large sum of $530,000, 

which this provision proposes to appropriate. If 
the gentleman will introduce such an amendment 
I do not know but I would vote for it; because it 
would be really a matter of economy for us to 
pursue such a course, and have the gold bullion 
transported to Philadelphia for assaying, refining, 
and coining, the cost of which, I believe, will not 
be more than $15,000 per annum, or cert uinly not 
more than $30,000 per annum, according to the 
declaration of gentlemen upon this floor who ad- 
vocated the establishment of a branch Mint in 


i. New York, as may be seen by referring to the || 


March 17. 
debates, which my time wilt not now enable me to 
read, but which I may do at some future period 
in thie debate. I hope the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Wacker] is answered; but if he is y 
{ will proceed—— 

{Here the hammer fell.} 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of IUinois. 
the committee do now rise. 

[Cries of ** No!” ** No!’? 
mo - ion !?”] 

ir. WASHBURNE. I am satisfied that it wi!| 

be impossible for us to come to a final vote ul 
the bill to-day, and I insist upon the motion. 

The questior, was taken, and upon a division, 
there were—ayes 75, noes 90. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

Mr. PRESTON. I hope we shall take a vote 
now. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. Chairman—— 
[Loud cries of ‘* Question!’ * Question my 


I move tha 


and ** Withdraw the 


On 


Mr. JONES. Very well, gentlemen, my five 
minutes do not commence antit you have done 
crying *‘ question,”’ and I do not want to occupy 


five minutes either. 

Several Members. ‘* Goon!” ** Go on!” 

Mr. JONES. As one member of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, 1 am opposed to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
to strike out this appropriation, because I think it 
is the true policy of the Government to pay this 
money. 

I, sir, voted against the custom-house a; ppropr 
ations, because | believed that enough had een 
appropriated to erect buildings adequate to all the 
wants of the country, in the several localities. [ 
voted against them as amendments to this defi- 
ciency bill, and 1 will vote against them by them- 
selves or in any other bill. 

I believe, sir, that, in this case, the Secretary of 
the Treasury, with just authority of law enough 
to give color of legality to the transaction he has 
entered into with these banks, has gotten us into 
this difficulty, and that the cheapest, quickest, best, 
and most economical way is to buy out of it. The 
authority given him was to procare, by rent, lease, 
or otherwise, a suitable building for the assay office 
in the city of New York. It is not pretended, I 
believe, that all this property which he has leased 
with a conditional right to purchase, is necessary 
for the assay oflice. The act of the Secretary has 
sufficient authority, in my opinion, to bind the 
Government, if it would not an individual; and 
that being the case, | wish to pass this appropria- 
tion and to get out of the difficulty in the best way 
wecan. Even if it is the policy of the Govern- 
ment to void the lease altogether, I think we can 
get out of the difficulty with less cost by a pur- 
chase of the property, underall the circumstances. 

A good many gentlemen here object to this ap- 
propriation upon the ground that it is not a defi- 
ciency. Sir, it is not a deficiency, nor is it a reg- 
ularannual appropriation. Once passed, it isdone 
with forever; and if you intend to pass it, the 
sooner you do it the better; if you intend to make 
the purchase, the sooner you stop the interest the 
better; whic h is certainly sound policy when you 
are buyi ing up your stoc k attw enty-one per centum 
premium. Void or cancel this lease by the pay- 
ment of $530,000, and thereby stop the accruing 
interest at six per centum. 

The question was taken on the amendment to 
the amendment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 1 respectfully appeal 
to the committee, as we have exhausted the whole 
subject, to let us take vote on the amendment. 

Mr. PRESTON. I demand tellers on 
amendment. 

Tellers were ordered; 
of Tennessee, 
appointed. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Puitrent and it was agreed to, the tellers 
having reported—ayes 91, noes 59. 

Mr. PRESTON. I move that the committee do 
now rise. 

Mr. WHEELER. I demand tellers. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. There is no other 
contested point in the bill pending. Let the com- 
mittee rise and report the bill. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Fav. Kner 
and Hugues were appointed tellers. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Is it in order, Mr. Chair- 
man, to amend the proposition now? 


The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 


the 


and Messrs. Stanton 
and Harris of Alabama, were 


